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The Rev. Dr. Pamela Payne grew up in Alabama. 
Before becoming an Episcopal priest, she served 

as a pastor, church musician, religious 
communicator, and teacher in other 
communions, including Baptist, United 
Methodist, Disciples of Christ, and 
Presbyterian. She earned the B.M.E. (Bachelor 
of Music in Music Education) from Samford 
University, the M.C.M. (Master of Church 
Music) from Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary in Louisville Kentucky, the M.Div. 
summa cum laude from Christian Theological 

Seminary in Indianapolis, the PhD in Theology 
from Vanderbilt University, and a Certificate in 

Anglican Studies from the University of the South, 
Sewanee, Tennessee. 

She was ordained to the priesthood in the Episcopal Diocese of Alabama. She served in the Diocese 
of Alabama as Rector of St. Michael’s, Fayette and was the Chair of the Task Force for Creation 
Care. The Rev. Dr. Payne served as a fellow with GreenFaith, an interfaith creation care group in 
New Jersey. 

She was called to be rector of Trinity in 2018, and during her tenure, she successfully shepherded the 
congregation through multiple challenges such as the COVID-19 epidemic, the loss of funding for 
the Trinity Soup Kitchen, and a devastating water main break that left the church building 
uninhabitable for over two years while extensive repairs are made. She oversaw the conversion of 
Trinty’s garden into a native plant sanctuary, held online and in-person book clubs, led a “Trinity on 
Tap” discussion group as well as “Episcopal 101” classes for newcomers.  

The Rev. Dr. Payne retired from Trinity in 2025. 

 


