Rectors of Trinity Episcopal Church

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

The Reverend Canon Laura M. Howell, Obl. S.B., 2007-2017

Prior to coming to Trinity, the Rev. Canon Laura Howell

had a long career in higher education and international
affairs. She also served as a professional chaplain in

local hospitals and hospices. She is a trained
spiritual director.

Howell Came to Trinity as a volunteer chaplain in
1998 and was hired as Associate Priest in 1999.
After the resignation of the Rev. Nick Knisely in
2007, she was called to be rector, becoming not
only the first female rector in Trinity history but
the first female rector in a cardinal parish in the
Diocese of Bethlehem. During her tenure, she
was deeply involved in spiritual growth. She was a
member of the Commission on Ministry and active
in Spiritual Directors International. Howell served as
mentor and supervisor to three female curates,
including the Revs. Hillary Raining, Amy Spagna, and
Jennifer Scott.

She was involved in spiritual formation and the Center for Spiritual
Growth, offering retreats, classes, spiritual direction, a prayer bead ministry, offering Taize services
and the Daily Office, as well as an annual Yuletide Revels event in conjunction with Moravian
University. She helped form the ABC Quilters, a knitting group for cancer patients, and regularly
participated in the annual CROP walk. She was active in Trinity’s Soup Kitchen, writing grants and
seeking funding to keep this ministry functioning.

The Rev. Howell also was deeply involved in the community as a Hospice chaplain and member of
St. Luke’s Health Network’s Pastoral Care Advisory Committee. She was instrumental in the
founding of the St. Barnabas Center of Kutztown.

The Rev. Canon Howell retired in 2017.



