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The Reverend Nicholas Knisely 1998-2006 

The Rev. Nicholas Knisely was born and raised in 
Pennsylvania. As a young man he was a YMCA camp 

counselor. He earned the Bachelor of Science degree 
from Franklin and Marshall College, and attended 
the University of Delaware, working on a graduate 
degree in Physics. While there, in 1982 he married 
Karen McTigue. He completed his Master of 
Divinity from Yale University’s Berkeley Divinity 
School in 1991, and was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1992, in the Diocese of Delaware. 

The Rev. Knisely was Curate at St. Barnabas 
Episcopal Church in Hockesin, Delaware, and in 

1993 he was called to be Rector of St. Barnabas 
Church in Brackenridge, PA.  

The Rev. Knisely accepted the call to be rector of Trinity 
Bethlehem in 1998. During his tenure, he encouraged lay 

ministries and attracted younger couples with children to the parish. 
He was gifted in his preaching skills, and the use of current events to develop insights to the Proper 
readings.  He helped found the Center for Spiritual Growth, a clearing house for matching people 
from the community with spiritual directors and a source of programs about maintaining a healthy 
spiritual life. He served as finance chair of the Diocese of Bethlehem. He served as a Deputy to the 
General Convention of the Episcopal Church and elected the Chair of the Standing Commission on 
Episcopal Church Communication. He served on the Dialogue team of Moravians and 
Episcopalians, which eventually led to full communion between these two denominations. While at 
Trinity, he taught physics and astronomy at Lehigh University. Certainly, one of Father Knisely’s 
lasting contributions to Trinity is his introduction and use of technologically advanced 
communication methods. 

The Rev. Knisely left Trinity in 2006 to accept the call to be Dean of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral in 
Phoenix. While there, he was involved with local and national ecumenical work, communications 
ministry, and served on Arizona’s ecumenical Theology Committee.  

In 2012 he was consecrated Bishop of Rhode Island. He was the first chair of the Episcopal 
Church’s Standing Commission on Communications and Technology, and served as chair of the 
Disciplinary Board for Bishops and as a member of the General Board of Examining Chaplains. 



Bishop Knisely was appointed as the “Lead Science Bishop” for the Episcopal Church following the 
2022 Lambeth Conference and is a member of the dispersed religious order of the Society of 
Ordained Scientists. Bishop Knisely received an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from Berkeley 
Divinity School in 2013. He and Karen have one daughter.  


