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The Reverend John R. Coble, Jr. 1984-1997

The Rev. John Coble was born on November 19, 1933, in
Lebanon, PA. Growing up, he was often an honors student
and active in the Boy Scouts. He graduated from Lebanon
High School in 1951, and from 1954 to 1956 served in the
U.S. Army, mainly in Mannheim Germany. He earned his
bachelor’s degree in accounting from Rider College in
1960, and married Patricia Ann Seaman in 1961. In 1963
he graduated from the Philadelphia Divinity School and
was ordained a Deacon at the Church of the Nativity in
Bethlehem. In 1964, he was ordained a priest.

The Rev. Coble served as vicar at St. James Mission in

Schuylkill Haven and rector of Christ Episcopal Church in
Frackville. In 1968, St. James Church grew to the point of
self-support and Christ Church was reorganized as part of
the North Parish then under the Rev. Canon Cliff Carr. Rev.
Coble remained as rector of St. James, where, during his tenure,
he oversaw the refurbishing of the sanctuary, nave, and narthex. He

was active in outreach to youth, and was the first rector to have youth

representation on vestry. He was also a charter member of the “Inn Stable” a coffee house for
college students, and “Liv in,” one for senior high school students. Active in the community, he was
chairman and treasurer of the Frackville Ministerium, served on the Board of Directors of the
Pennsylvania State Council of Churches, and the Bethlehem Diocese Training Division, as well as
the United Cerebral Palsy Unit in Schuylkill County, and the County Council of Alcoholism.

In 1970 Coble became vicar of St. George’s Episcopal Church in Hellertown, PA. There, he was
active in interdenominational outreach. In 1976 he was appointed Canon to the Ordinary and
Archdeacon of the Diocese of Bethlehem under the leadership of Bishop Lloyd Gressle. He also
served on the advisory board for Turning Point, for abused women.

He was called to be rector of Trinity on August 1, 1984. While at Trinity, he supported the efforts of
the Trinity Soup Kitchen. He also served as president of Center City Ministries, an ecumenical group
focused on providing emergency shelter for the homeless. He helped Trinity purchase a six-room
apartment building for affordable housing. He served as a volunteer police chaplain and was
chaplain to the Hospice of the Visiting Nurse Association (VNA). The Rev. Coble was instrumental
in the founding of Victory House, a shelter for homeless men. He retired from Trinity in June 1997.



In retirement, he continued as chaplain for the VNA’s Hospice program and served as supply priest
at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Allentown and St. George’s in Hellertown.

The Rev. Coble died on November 28, 2024, at the age of 91. He was survived by his wife, Patricia
Ann and a son, Michael, born in 1965.



