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The Reverend Alexander C. Zabriskie Jr. 1969-1984

The Rev. Mr. Alexander “Sandy” Zabriskie was born in
Alexandria, Virginia on January 27, 1930. He was raised on
the Virginia Theological Seminary campus, where his
father was the dean. He graduated from Groton School
in 1948 and Princeton University in 1952. For a year he
attended the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. He
earned the Bachelor of Divinity degree at the Virginia
Theological Seminary in 1956. After his ordination, he
spent twelve years in the Missionary Diocese of Alaska,
first as assistant at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in
Fairbanks, Alaska, then as rector of St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church in Anchorage. While in Alaska, he
married Marguerite (Margy) Morey Cook, a widow, and
adopted her infant daughter, Katrina.

During his fifteen years at Trinity, lay leadership
flourished. The vestry was now comprised of men and
women who were elected, not appointed, and subject to term
limits. He introduced the Cursillo Movement and other new
worship liturgies, engaged in ecumenical involvement and outreach to
the poor. He was actively opposed to the Vietnam War, and resettled Vietnamese ex-soldiers and
families. Margy led the establishment of the “Fellowship in Serving Humanity” (FISH) program in
the Lehigh Valley. In April 1972, Trinity celebrated its centennial, and the funds collected have been
used for an annual outreach award since. At the time, he cautioned that in the future, parishes
should reconsider building expensive edifices and thought the sharing of facilities and resources
among neighboring churches would be a trend. In 1974, he was nominated for Bishop of Alaska.

The Rev. Zabriski helped establish the Trinity Soup Kitchen during the winter of 1982-1983. In
December 1982, Trinity hosted an enrichment program for school children grades 1-5 during a
teachers’ strike. In June 1983, he tendered his resignation, effective April 1984. Immediately, he and
Margy went on a six-month sabbatical to Africa where they met with Bishop Desmond Tutu.

In 1985 he earned the Doctor of Ministry degree from Princeton Theological Seminary. He served
as interim rector at two congregations in New Jersey: Christ Church in Teaneck and St. Clement’s in
Hawthorne. From there, he served as rector at St. John’s Cathedral in San Juan, Puerto Rico.



The Rev. Zabriskie retired from the ministry in 1995 after open heart surgery and settled in
Burlington Vermont. There, he and Margy became involved with the growing refugee communities,
especially the South Sudanese. He served in both Episcopal and Lutheran churches, traveled to St.
Barth’s annually as visiting priest to the Anglican congregation, and served as chaplain to the House
of the Redeemer in New York City. He served on various boards and was a member of Rotary in
San Juan and Burlington. Together Sandy and Margy guided tours in Israel and Alaska, led work
groups to Honduras for Episcopal Relief and Development, and took trips to Cuba, Haiti and

Nicaragua with Witness for Peace.

He passed away on March 4, 2019 at the age of 89 in Sykesville, Maryland. He was survived by his
wife Margy and his five children: Katrina, William Tyler, Paul Clinton, John Lane and Sally Gray.



