Rectors of Trinity Episcopal Church
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

The Reverend Merrill Miles Moore 1928-1968

The Rev. Mr. Merrill Miles “Dinty” Moore was born in
Northfield, Massachusetts on October 9, 1897. He
served in the Army during World War I. Upon
returning, he graduated from Colgate University in
1921 and the General Theological Seminary of
New York in 1924. He was ordained in Syracuse
after graduation and served as missionary in
Madison County, New York with churches in
Trenton, Bridgewater, Brookfield, Holland, and
Patent. In 1925 he served as curate of Grace
Church in Utica, New York. While in Utica, he
married Miss Mildred Irma Pease of Hatfield,
Massachusetts on October 4, 1926. He
remained at Grace Church until he was called to
be rector of Trinity on May 1, 1928.

Thus began his remarkable 40-year tenure as
rector of Trinity. The indebtedness from the 1926
renovations was eliminated. In 1941, the old parish

house was razed and replaced by offices and school

rooms that connect the parish hall with the church.
This included the chapel and offices on the second
floor, and the sexton’s apartment on the third floor. In
1955, the Aeolian-Skinner organ was installed. In 1967 the
gymnasium was converted into classrooms, and the choir room
was built. This also marked a time when vestments were transitioned from plain white chasubles to
eucharistic vestments in liturgical colors.

The Rev. Mr. Moore was a member of the Bethlehem Kiwanis Club, a trustee of the Jonestown
Church Home from 1932-1948, a member of the State Board of Public Charities, a consultant to the
Selective Service Board, and he served on the State Emergency Relief Board of Public Assistance.
He was chairman of the Meals on Wheels program and the Bethlehem Mayor’s Task Force. He was
four-time deputy to the general convention of the Episcopal Church, served on the Diocesan
Executive Council, and was president of the Bethlehem Ministerial Association. In 1952, he was
nominated for Bishop of Bethlehem, but he withdrew his name after suffering a heart attack.

He retired October 9, 1968, and remained a resident of Bethlehem.



He died in Bethlehem on September 16, 1975, at the age of 76. He was survived by his wife Mildred,
and daughter Elisabeth (Moore) Baker, who was born in 1931.



