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The Reverend Elwood Lindsay Haines 1924-1928 

The Rev. Elwood L. Haines was born in Philadelphia, March 
12, 1893. He grew up in Swedesboro, New Jersey, and was 

a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania in 1916.  He 
served as a corporal in the U.S. Marines during World 
War I and took part in the Meuse-Argonne offensive. 
After the war, he served as curate of St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Chapel and St. John’s Episcopal Church, in 
York PA. He graduated from the Philadelphia Divinity 
School in 1920 and was ordained a priest that year.  

Haines went to Liberia in 1920 as a missionary, and 
served at St. John’s Industrial School, Cape Mount, 
Liberia for four years. During his time there, he met 
Martina Clay Gordon of Frankfort Kentucky, who was 

also doing medical work there as a missionary. The 
couple wed on their return to the U.S. in 1924. While the 

Rev. Mr. Haines wanted to return to Liberia, his wife could 
“no longer stand the malarial climate.” Instead, Haines then 

embarked on an extensive speaking tour of twelve east coast 
states relating his experiences in Liberia.  

The Rev. Haines became rector of Trinity Bethlehem on October 1, 1924. During his four-year 
tenure, the church was extensively remodeled and updated: the nave was redecorated, refloored and 
relighted, the chancel and sanctuary were enlarged, new furniture was provided for the choir and 
clergy, and the organ was electrified with a new console. The cost was approximately $20,000.  While 
in Bethlehem, he was chaplain to the American Legion Post, and a prominent member of the 
Kiwanis Club. He was described as “one of Bethlehem’s best known and most popular clergymen.” 
He was long known as a liberal churchman with broad social sympathies. He was described as a man 
of marked humility and simplicity in his demeanor and combined the zeal of a missionary with a 
capacity to administer large affairs. 

He resigned in 1928 to become executive secretary of the Diocese of North Carolina in Charlotte. In 
1931 he was called to be rector of Christ Church in Glendale Ohio. While there, he also served as 
chaplain of the St. Barnabas Guild for Nurses. In 1932, Martina died. They had two children: a son 
John and a daughter Evelyn. Haines would marry Cornelia McCoy Smith in 1933, and the couple 
had one daughter, Juliet. In 1938 he became Dean of Christ Church Cathedral in Louisville, 
Kentucky.  



In March1944 he was elected Bishop of Iowa and would serve there until his death. In 1947 he 
briefly revisited Liberia, but his health was beginning to fail. He died on October 28, 1949, in Los 
Angeles, where he had gone for cancer treatment. He was 56 years old.  

During his lifetime, Haines was awarded three doctor of divinity degrees: from Parsons College, 
Fairfield, from Seabury Western Theological Seminary, and from the Philadelphia Divinity School. 
He was the author of two books: “Poems of the African Trail,” published in 1928, and “A 
Children’s Service Book,” published in 1931. He was survived by his wife Cornelia and his daughters 
Evelyn and Juliet. 

 


