Rectors of Trinity Episcopal Church
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

The Reverend J. Arthur Glasier 1918-1924

The Rev. J. Arthur Glasier was born in Orange, New Jersey,
on January 21, 1882. He attended Wesley University in
Middletown, Connecticut for one year before
transferring to Drew Theological Seminary in Madison
New Jersey to study for the Methodist ministry. In
1903 he changed his faith and graduated from the
General Theological Seminary in New York. He was
ordained deacon in 1907 and priest in 1908.

The Rev. Glasier served as curate at Trinity Church,
Mount Vernon from 1907 to 1909, then as priest in
charge of the Church of the Good Shepherd, in
Hamburg, NJ. from 1909 to 1912. In 1909 he
married Sara Frances Byles of Newark, New Jersey.

He was called to be rector at Trinity Church West
Pittston in 1912, where he served until he came to Trinity
Bethlehem in July 1918. During his tenure at Trinity, the
new parish house and gymnasium were built. During his time
at Trinity, he also earned the Master of Arts from Lehigh
University in 1922.

The Rev. Glasier left Trinity in 1924 to “engage in business.” He relocated to Plainfield, New Jersey
and worked with the religious literature department of Womrath & Co. in New York City. But he
returned to the priesthood in 1925, when he accepted the rectorship of St. Paul’s Church in White
Haven, PA. In April 1926 he was called to be Dean of St. Luke’s Cathedral in Portland Maine. While
there, he served on the Diocesan Council, the Board of Examining Chaplains, the standing committee
of the Diocese in 1929, and as a deputy to the General Conventions between 1928 and 1934. He was
active in interdenominational activities.

Unfortunately, his wife, Sara, died suddenly in September 1934. In 1936 Glasier suffered a “nervous
breakdown.” He sailed to the Barbados to recuperate, and on his return, he resigned from St. Luke’s.
He moved back to Bethlehem and lived briefly at Leonard Hall in Fountain Hill and became temporary
rector and Dean of the Church of the Nativity. In 1937 he returned to Trinity Church in West Pittston.
In 1938, he became priest-in-charge of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Waterville, Maine. During this
time, he also served as chaplain of St. Margaret’s Convent in New Hartford, New York.



While some people called him a cynic and a grouch, an interviewer found that “His humor is like a little
tongue of hot fire that leaps out unexpectedly. ... His sense of humor won’t allow him to take anything
seriously but his work. ... He probably has one of the kindest harts in the world, his understanding of
human nature is uncanny, he covers up his emotions ... he is conscious of his duties as few are wont to
be, and he saves himself for that one purpose.”

The Rev. Glasier died on May 17, 1940, in Portland Maine at the age of 58. He was survived by his
daughter, Helen Frances, and two sons, Arthur Keith and John Borne.



