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The Reverend Robert Johnston 1911-1916 

The Rev. Robert Johnston was born in Cohoes, New 
York on August 23, 1882. He grew up in Poughkeepsie 

and Rhinebeck and graduated from Riverview 
Military Academy in Poughkeepsie in 1900. He 

went on to graduate from Williams College in 
1904 and received the Bachelor of Divinity 
degree from the Episcopal Theological Seminary 
in Cambridge in 1907. He served as senior 
curate at Holy Trinity Church in New York City 
from 1908 until he came to Trinity Bethlehem 
in 1911. 

The Rev.  Johnston was well liked by the 
members of the congregation and the 
community of Bethlehem. He was described as a 

man of charming personality and many brilliant 
gifts. Ethelbert Talbot, Bishop of Bethlehem, 

remarked that “As a pastor he was kindly and 
sympathetic, and no one in his presence could ever 

forget that he regarded the ministry as a means of 
saving souls, and not as a profession for advertising 

himself. As a preacher he was earnest, thoughtful and 
inspiring.” It was said that “… by his tact, soulful preaching and 

pleasing personality he gained the confidence of all who knew him.” While at Trinity, he was 
pursuing a Master of Arts degree at Lehigh University and led discussion groups there.  He was 
chairman of the Social Service Commission of the Diocese of Bethlehem, the chaplain of the 
Bethlehem Preparatory School, and a member of Alpha Delta Phi fraternity.  

He died of pneumonia in his home on March 3, 1916, at the age of thirty-three, after a one-week 
illness. He was survived by his wife Margaret Fuller Johnston, and two daughters, Isabel and Sarah.  


