Rectors of Trinity Episcopal Church
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

The Rev. Benjamin Smith Sanderson 1900-1911

The Reverend Benjamin S. Sanderson was born in Brooklyn,
New York in 1858. He graduated from the Polytechnic
Institute in Brooklyn, then from Ambherst College in
1879. He was a graduate of the General Theological
Seminary in New York City and was ordained priest
in 1883. After ordination, he served as assistant
rector of St. John’s Church, Roxbury, MA. In 1887
he became pastor of St. Stephen’s, in New
Hartford, NY, and in 1890 he was called to serve
at St. Thomas Church, Bath, New York. According
to the February 28, 1890, Rochester, New York
Democrat and Chronicle, “He is a young man of broad
education, with an excellent delivery and preaches
entirely without notes.”

Sanderson became the rector of Trinity on September

9, 1900. During his tenure, extensive repairs and
improvements were made to the Church property: the
foundation was rebuilt, the bell tower torn down and
rebuilt, the basement of the Church was renovated, and the
heating plant in the Church and the Rectory renewed.

While in Bethlehem, Sanderson was very involved in the community: He helped organize the Free
Public Library and served with the Charity Organization Society of the Bethlehems, was a trustee of
the Associated Charities, and was chaplain of the Bethlehem Preparatory School. He was editor of
the diocesan magazine for nine years and also served as Secretary of the Archdeaconry of Reading.
He was a recognized authority on Charles Dickens.

Sanderson served as rector until June 1911. When he left Trinity, there were 247 communicants,
143 in the Sunday School and a total budget of about $4,000. The Rev. Sanderson subsequently
became rector at All Hallows Church in Wyncote, PA, reportedly having received a generous salary
there. He served there until 1919, after which he became rector at St. Mark’s Church in North

Towanda, New York. He retired from there in 1935 after serving nearly seventeen years.

The Rev. Sanderson and his wife Agnes had five sons. Agnes, died in 1934 at the age of 76, and the
Rev. Sanderson died on March 12, 1943, at the age of 84.



