Rectors of Trinity Episcopal Church

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

The Reverend George Pomeroy Allen, D.D. 1880-1900

The Rev. George Pomeroy Allen, Trinity’s seventh rector, was born
on January 9, 1845, in Philadelphia. He was a graduate of the
University of Pennsylvania and the Philadelphia Divinity School.
In 1872 he accepted a call to the Episcopal church at Woburn,
MA.

He married Elizabeth “Bessie” Howe, daughter of the Right
Rev. Mark Antony De Wolfe Howe, Bishop of Central
Pennsylvania, in Reading in May 1874. The couple would go on
to have two daughters, Bessie and Gertrude. They also had two
sons, John Ernest and Alfred Reginald. The latter would be
killed in action in France during World War 1.

In 1879, while he was serving a parish at East Greenwich, Rhode
Island, he was a guest in Pittston, PA, where he gave a sermon that
was covered in the Wilkes-Barre Times Leader on June 24, 1879:
“Rev. G.P. Allen ... preached in St. James Church on Sunday, and that
congregation of fastidious tastes has only the highest praise to bestow on
him. Both sermons were very fine, and Mr. Allen delivered them in a clear,
forcible style. He possesses a rich voice and reads with just the correct amount of emphasis — always in

the right place. He has been pronounced the very ideal of what the Pittston rector should be.”

He was called to be rector at Trinity in 1880 and served at a time of great growth in the parish. In 1890,
the parish cleared its debt, and Trinity was consecrated on April 1, 1900, by the Right Rev. Howe.
During Allen’s tenure at Trinity, the parish acquired a rectory and parish house. In 1897, he baptized
one of America’s great poets, Stephen Vincent Benet. At the close of Allen's rectorate there were 169
communicants, 201 pupils in the Sunday School and a Church property valued at $53,500. Allen got
along well with the vestry. On the occasion of his tenth anniversary as rector he wrote, “It is one of my
happiest reflections at the close of this long period of service that never once has there arisen between
the Rector and his Vestry a single subject of disagreement — nor the shadow of one; that never once

has the rector looked to you for support and sympathy in his work and failed to find it.”

The Rev. Allen was a member of the prestigious University Club in Philadelphia. He received an
honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from the University of Pennsylvania in 1887. He resigned from
Trinity in 1900 to take charge of St. Mary’s Church in Ardmore, PA, where he spent twenty-one years
until his death on September 21, 1921. He was seventy-six years old. His wife, Bessie predeceased him,
having died in 1904.



