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The Reverend Henry C. Mayer 1877-1879 

Very little is known about the 
Rev. Henry C. Mayer, and 

much less about his short 
time at Trinity. We 

know he was born in 
Westfield, New York 
on March 31, 1844. 
He graduated from 
Kenyon College and 

Harvard University. 
He married Aletha 

“Nina” Coppee Stevens, 
the daughter of the Right Rev. 

William Bacon Stevens, Bishop of 
the Diocese of Pennsylvania in 1869. She died in 

Munich, Germany on April 10, 1873. They had one daughter, Christine. 

In late 1873, while serving at Grace Church in Philadelphia, Mayer accepted a call to the rectorship 
of Trinity Church, West Philadelphia. While there, he was in charge of The Educational Home for 
Boys. He served until 1875 when he became rector of the Church of the Messiah in Philadelphia. In 
1875 he married Mary Fisher Lewis. He was called to Trinity and served as rector from 1877 to 
1879. 

In 1880 he transferred to the Diocese of New York and served as associate pastor at The Church of 
the Epiphany in Manhattan. He traveled extensively to Japan, doing missionary work there, and on 
his return in 1885 he became rector of Trinity Church, Pass Christian in Mississippi. While there he 
founded and served as headmaster of the Pass Christian Institute for women. He resigned from 
Trinity Church and the Christian Institute in 1892. In 1894 he was residing in Paris.  

Returning to Philadelphia in 1896, he was associate pastor of Christ Mission Church in North 
Philadelphia. In or around 1900 he traveled to Cuba and Mexico and reportedly spent a decade 
doing missionary work in Mexico, where he established orphanages and schools. When he returned, 
he took up residence in Philadelphia. 

The Rev. Mayer died on May 21, 1915, at the age of 71. He was survived by his wife Mary, two sons 
George (1876-1936) and Henry Jr. (1883-1936) and two daughters, Christine (1870-1951) and Ethel 
(1878-1955). 


