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The Reverend Joseph M. Turner 1876-1877

The Rev. Mr. Joseph M. Turner was born on August 14, 1839, in the General Seminary building in
New York, where his father was professor of Biblical Learning. He graduated from Columbia
College in 1862, and subsequently from the Philadelphia Divinity School. He was ordained a priest

in 1869 and served two parishes in Philadelphia before becoming a missionary in Colorado.

A death in his family and the necessity for returning East led him to accept the call at Trinity in
1876. His tenure at Trinity was brief: At the request of the Right Rev. De Wolfe Howe, he resigned
his position in 1877 and became headmaster, chaplain, and Professor of Classics at Selwyn Hall, the
Diocesan School for Boys in Reading, PA. He served there for five years, then went to Pittsfield,
Massachusetts and established St. Stephen’s School.

The Rev. Turner died on January 22, 1887, in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, at the age of forty-seven. He
was described as a “quiet, unostentatious, kindly mannered, warm-hearted man; there was much of
true humanity in his makeup; he had a cheery word and a helping hand for the poor, the needy, the
oppressed.”



