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The Reverend James K. Mendenhall 1875-1876 

The Rev. James K. Mendenhall was installed as 
rector of Trinity on October 15, 1875. 

Previously he served as rector of Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Washington, PA 
before taking the call to Trinity 
Bethlehem. He was installed by the Right 
Reverend M.A. DeWolf Howe, with the 
Rev. Cortland Whitehead of Nativity 
Church delivered the sermon. The 
Lebanon [PA] Daily News reported that 
“The services were very interesting.” He 
was described as “a man of most 
beautiful character and excellent ability,”  

His stay, however, was quite brief, and no 
record exists to explain this brief tenure. We do 

know that he subsequently served a parish in 
Saratoga Springs, New York.  He died at 

Parkersburg Pennsylvania on February 24, 1897, at 
approximately 60 years of age.  


