Rectors of Trinity Episcopal Church

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania

The Reverend Charles Motrrison 1873-1875

We know very little about the life of the Rev. Charles
Morrison. He was ordained as a Deacon on May 21,
1865, and ordained a priest on April 19, 1868. Soon
afterward, he served as the first rector of St. Mark’s
Church in New Orleans. He was also principal of

the Magazine Street School there.

On July 6, 1873, he was called to be the first
resident rector of Trinity Church. At that time
there were 52 communicants, 110 in the Sunday
School and the total of the annual offerings for
all purposes was about $ 4,300. He was
remembered as a man with a “genial personality,”
but he left behind no public record of
accomplishments for the parish.

After resigning from Trinity because of a “bronchial

affection,” he moved to Philadelphia where he served
as assistant rector at St. James Protestant Episcopal
Church in Philadelphia in 1878. He served there until
1880, when he became associate rector of the American

church in Paris. Three years later, upon returning to the
United States, he began a long tenure at St. Matthew’s Episcopal
Church in Sunbury, PA, where he served as rector from 1883 to 1906. There he was remembered as

a “very sociable and agreeable gentleman.” Morrison was also president of the standing committee
of the Diocese of Harrisburg for many years.

In 1900 he was appointed chaplain of the Twelfth Regiment of the Pennsylvania National Guard,
with the rank of Captain. He resigned as rector of St. Matthew’s church in 1906 because of ill health
and shortly afterward suffered a stroke from which he never fully recovered. He died in Philadelphia
on June 28, 1909, at the age of 68.



