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INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

Dear People of Trinity Church, Bethlehem; 

I never quite know what to say when the moment comes to say 
goodbye to a parish that I have served as a priest. This is the 
third time that I have done this in my ministry and each time it 
gets harder. 

As I said in worship this past weekend, part of being effective in 
ministry is learning to recognize what gifts God has given you and 
then working to be a good steward of them. I have come to be-
lieve that my primary gift in ministry is empowering congregations 
to transform themselves into the people they believe that God is 
calling them to be. I was called to Trinity parish eight years ago 
this fall to help this congregation grow in numbers and new forms 
of ministry. Over the years I believe this has happened, and I am 
honored to have played whatever role I had to play in this work. I 
am leaving in large part because I have heard God in my prayers 
calling me to use these same gifts in another place. Trinity is a 
healthy and vital parish where the Gospel of Jesus is preached 
and important ministry is being performed. I have done what I 
was called here to do, and it seems that God is calling me to do 
the same sort of ministry in a new field. 

And yet moving on doesn't come without sorrow and sadness. I 
have so many wonderful memories of these past eight years and I 
shall miss you all desperately. I still remember driving up the par-
ish on my first day, looking at the building and realizing that I was 
going to share in the responsibility in making sure that it was kept 
in good repair. I remember getting into the pulpit on my first Sun-
day. (I also remember when we sent the pulpit out for cleaning 
and forgot to write down how to put it back together again. Re-
member the weeks it sat in pieces on the floor while we tried to 
get it set up again. In the end it took an rocket scientist, a radi-
ologist and an astrophysicist to put it right - with only a few left 
over parts...) 

My favorite memories are of the "family" moments that have been 
a part of our journey together. The baptisms full of pride and ex-
citement. The confirmation services that marked the beginning of 
adulthood for so many in the congregation. I remember the wed-
dings and the joy of families as they came together and became 
one. I remember the tears at so many funerals and the sorrow as 
we marked the loss of friends. And I remember the four (four!) 
ordinations that have been a part of our lives together these past 
eight years. And of course the moments week in and week out as 

(Continued on page 10) 



1 David Pendleton Oakerhater, Deacon 
and Missionary, 1931 

2 The Martyrs of New Guinea, 1942 
4 Paul Jones, 1941 
9 Constance, Nun, and her Companions, 

1878 
12 John Henry Hobart, Bishop of New 

York, 1830 
13 Cyprian, Bishop and Martyr of Car-

thage, 258 
14 Holy Cross Day 
16 Ninian, Bishop in Galloway, c.430 
18 Edward Bouverie Pusey, Priest, 1882 
19 Theodore of Tarsus, Archbishop of 

Canterbury, 690 
20 John Coleridge Patteson, Bishop of 

Melanesia, and his Companions, Mar-
tyrs, 1871 

21 St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 
22 Philander Chase, Bishop of Ohio, and of 

Illinois, 1852 
25 Sergius, Abbot of Holy Trinity, Moscow, 

1392 
26 Lancelot Andrewes, Bishop of Winches-

ter, 1626 
29 St. Michael and All Angels 
30 Jerome, Priest and Monk of Bethlehem, 

420 

Birthdays 
 4 Kenneth Magee 
 5 Nancy Muzyka 
 Carolyn Duranko 
 7 Hattye Magee 
 9 Beth Alcamo 
  Lindsay Heffner 
11 Ruth Walthausen 
12 Sally Hampson 
13 Fred Segaline 
16 William Leckonby 
 Doris Eshbach 
17 Jean Franz 
18 Lindsay Muzyka 
19 Jeanne Deets 
21 Nelson King 
 Violet McCandless 
 Steven Fanning 
22 Richard Sumner, Jr. 
23 Christie Davies 
 Catherine Landstrom 
24 Carey Patterson 
25 Janice Squires 
 Christopher Roman 

Sean Romeril 
Violet Romeril 
Joan Sheldrake 
Richard Sumner 
Dennis Taylor 
Pat Talijan 
Jane Tomaine 
Mackenzie Updyke 
Edith Wilson 
Ellen Wolfe 
Ralph  

Jo Hornyak 
Clark Hunt 
Steve Jones and family 
Leigh Leming 
Robert Lukens 
Fr. Mac 
Len McLaughlin 
Violet McMahon 
Elizabeth Miller 
Margorie Miller Bergey 
Joe Palmeri 
Matthew Post 
Levi Roberts 
Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril 

Al Barr 
Bud Barr 
Jane Breininger 
Dick & Millie Casey 
Edna Chase 
Edna Cieply 
Dorothy Comegys 
Sara Creech 
Doris Eshbach 
Francis Frey 
Eleanor Graber 
Mary Harris 
Nancy Hofmann 
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The Prayer List 

Sunday Readings During 

September 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to 
be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you 
have given us in our Lord Jesus Christ; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Sept. 3—13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Deuteronomy 4:1-9 
Ephesians 6:10-20 

Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23 
Psalm 15  

Sept. 10—14th Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 35:4-7a 

James 1:17-27 
Mark 7:31-37 

Psalm 146  
Sept. 17—15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 50:4-9 
James 2:1-5,8-10,14-18 

Mark 8:27-38 
Psalm 116  

Sept. 24—16th Sunday after Pentecost 
Wisdom 1:16-2:1(6-11)12-22 

James 3:16--4:6 
Mark 9:30-37 

Psalm 54 

Trinity is a praying church.  We love to pray 

for people...and we keep on praying for 

them.  But sometimes, people get "parked" 

on the parish prayer list.  The policy is to put 

people on the Prayers of the People list and 

to read their names for two weeks in a row, UNLESS you 

ask us to keep them on.  They will also be put on the 

prayer list in the Bulletin.  We keep them on the Bulletin 

list for two months, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on.  

We are very happy to keep people on either or both lists, 

but please do tell us.  Call the office or give a note to one 

of the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 

Celebration of Saints  

During September 

26 Donna Lawrence 
 Kenney Knisely 
27 Rheta Matthews 
29 Stephen Smith 
 Bob Alcamo 
30 Lois Howell 
 Thomas Ardizzone 
 

Anniversaries 
 1 Siobhan & Thomas Ardizzone 
 3 Sally & James McIntosh 
 Sandra & Ronald Utley 
 5 Claire & John Hornung 
 7 Beth & Bob Alcamo 
 Beth & Michael Schlener 
 9 Meri & Jim Dickey 
10 Nancy & Kenneth Muzyka 
11 Dee & Joseph Palmeri 
13 Loraine & Robert Geelan 
16 Wendi & Richard Kerr 
17 Tracey & Blaise McArdle 
20 Susan & Mark Royster 
23 Carol & John Todaro 
27 Linda & Jack Norman 
28 Barbara & Richard Subber  

Here are the names of 
Trinity people who have 
health problems or 
personal problems and 
who wish to be remem-
bered in our prayers. If 
you or a loved one has 
health problems or 
other problems, and if 
you would like the 
prayerful help of Trinity 
friends, you are invited 
to add your name to the 
list. Please contact the 
office, 610-867-4741. 

Almighty God, you have knit together your 
elect in one communion and fellowship in the 
mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: 
Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints 
in all virtuous and godly living, that we may 
come to those ineffable joys that you have 
prepared for those who truly love you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
in glory everlasting. Amen.  



From Mother Laura…... 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

When I wrote last spring about people “graduating” from Trinity, I didn’t think 

that I would be writing about Fr. Nick in the fall.  If we had mixed feelings 

about other folks moving and being transferred, how much more so when it is 

our Rector and his family!  Many of us already regret their imminent departure 

to the land of dry heat, cactus and the Grand Canyon.  Trinity West (Trinity 

Cathedral in Phoenix, Arizona http://www.trinitycathedral.com/) and the Dio-

cese of Arizona will soon be rejoicing in Fr. Nick’s presence. 
 

It is always hard to say goodbye to someone who has been a friend, mentor, 

teacher, chaplain, prayer partner, priest, pancake racer, leader and all the 

other things that Fr. Nick has been to us.  He has had an impact on us in ways 

small and great, and I am certain he would say that Trinity has helped him 

grow, too.  Now, to paraphrase Alexander McCall Smith, we send our priest 

and friend forth clothed in our love and blessings.  Because what is Christian 

friendship if it is not love? 
 

Go with God, Fr. Nick, Karen and Kenney.  And get that guest room ready for 

January, February and March.  We need to make our reservations… 
 

Peace, 

Laura+ 

Animal Food Bank News 
 

The Animal Food Bank of Trinity Episcopal Church 

is honored to be chosen as the not-for-profit or-

ganization highlighted at the Hellertown Farmers 

Market on October 22nd, 2006, from 9:00 a.m. 

until 1:00 p.m.  The Farmers Market is located at 

the KNBT Bank at 741 Main Street (Rt. 412) in 

Hellertown, and takes place every Sunday through 

November 19th.  The Board of the Farmers Market 

approved the sale of the Animal Food Bank's Personalized Animal Magnets 

that day.  Information regarding this ministry will be distributed, as well. 
 

 Order forms for the Animal Food Bank Personalized Pet Magnets are 

posted on the bulletin board.  Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 

 —Vanessa Segaline 



THE TRINITY  CHURCH NEWSLETTER 
TRINITY  EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

PAGE 4  THE TRINITY  CHURCH NEWSLETTER PAGE 4  

On Tour with Jack Vickrey 
 

Would you like to visit a place you've heard of, but probably never be-

fore actually gone to?  How about Hell?  Jack Vickrey will escort a group of 

tourists through Dante's Inferno, as translated by Dorothy Sayers.  The group 

will be traveling on Wednesday evenings (Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25), from 6:00 - 

7:30. 

We will go with Dante as he awakes to find himself in a dark wood, meets his 

ghost-guide, the poet Virgil, and goes with Virgil down, down, down--through 

Hell Gate and Upper Hell (Francesca da Rimini, the curiously unrecognizable 

Hoarders and Spendthrifts, the Wrathful, and others), into Nether Hell (the Cir-

cles of the Violent and then [depths below depths] the circles of Simple and 

Complex Fraud, with their wretched sinners and dire afflictions--Ulysses and 

Guido and Ugolino and all, but we can add our own ["I've got a little list"])--

and finally Satan himself, the great prince-prisoner of Hell.  Then, out, "to look 

once more upon the stars." 

There are in the Inferno spectacles aplenty to behold.  But as tourists we will 

try also to grasp the order and system of "the City of Desolation" (it is a Model 

community, efficiently managed, where the punishment always fits the crime) 

and to grasp some idea of Dante's vision of how a just world would be ordered. 

We are using Dorothy Sayers’ translation of Inferno specifically for its excellent 

notes.  Copies of the book are available from Mo. Laura at $10.00. 

SCHOOL SUPPLY COLLECTION 

It's that time of year again; school will be be-

ginning again soon.  Trinity parishioners are 

being asked to please donate supplies for 

those children who will be starting off without 

what they need to do their school work.  You 

may drop off your contributions in a box in 

the vestibule.   

Especially appreciated are back-

packs (either new or in good used condi-

tion.) Crayons, loose-leaf notebooks, bind-

ers/folders, markers, highlighters, rulers, pens, 

pencils, erasers, glue, dictionaries, book cov-

ers and paper are always welcome. 

Let's continue to act on our commitment to 

affirm and promote economic and social jus-

tice. 

--Suzanne Styers Boundy 

Forums on Poverty 
 

The Outreach Committee will present 
four Sunday adult forums on poverty 
in October (Oct. 1, 8, 15, 29). Recog-
nizing that the topic is complex and 
can be seen as an economic, spiri-
tual, societal or political problem, we 
will include speakers from outside of 
the parish talking about such topics 
as "Understanding the Culture of Pov-
erty" and "Helping People Out of Pov-
erty in the Lehigh Valley".  
 

This is a way of living out the Out-
reach Committee's mission which is, 
"We will teach our community to 
serve our community."  
 

Specific topics and speakers to be an-
nounced in September.  
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CARNIVAL TIME – LAW AND ORGIES 
A November Forum Series with Howard Fegan 

The first five books of the Bible are known as the books of the law. In fact they contain a mix-
ture of stories, cast in the form of historical narrative, and passages of law. The stories are 
among the best known and most read parts of the Hebrew scriptures while the law passages 
are among the least known and read. Based on the book Conversations with Scripture: the 
Law by Kevin A Wilson (Anglican Association of Biblical Scholars Series), we shall spend 
some time thinking about these neglected passages. 

In a society made up mostly of poor people living in small villages there are few opportunities 
to commit crime. There is little worth stealing, and every one knows every one else's business 
so the chance of escaping detection is small. The result is that only a small part of the law 
concerns matters that we would regard as criminal. Far more is concerned with ritual, such as 
sacrifice, and social behaviour, such as rules for sex. 

Appearances are deceiving when it comes to sacrifices. In our modern usage of the word if 
we make a sacrifice then we expect to suffer as a result. Now the suffering is intended to be 
outweighed by some benefit, but we still expect suffering to be involved. In ancient Israel 
many times the animal sacrifice was a means of slaughtering the animal for food. This did not 
happen often – meat was too expensive to eat except on special occasions. However, when 
meat was eaten it was feast time. After all the word carnival has the same root as carnivo-
rous. 

The surprise with the social law is how much it breaks with the practice of the neighboring 
people. Ancestor worship, divination and belief in demons are all out. Setting up altars in the 
form of standing stones, and especially so on high places, is banned. This last one is awk-
ward since Jacob is remembered favorably for doing just this at Bethel. It looks like an at-
tempt to establish a new form of religious practice; an attempt that was largely but not entirely 
successful. By the time of Jesus the people clearly believed in demons. Further in the parts 
referring to sexual behavior there appear to be echoes of an earlier fertility cult, so the break 
is not entirely complete. 

The purpose of this new way seems to be to preserve the identity of the people of Israel. In 
modern terms this policy is a form of racial purity. The dietary laws and the ban on mixed yarn 
fabrics are intended to symbolize this separation. While this was a good idea two and a half 
millennia ago, in our world it leads to much trouble. In this series of  

Sunday forums we shall be working on these ideas and eventually asking the question of 
what we make of it today. 

Forum dates: November 5, 12, 19, December 3. 

Forum leader: Dr. Howard Fegan 

Books: may be purchased from Mo. Laura, $12.95. 

 

The Family Support Program… 
…is looking for volunteers who can 

work on Mondays  

10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Please contact Irene Harding  

(610-868-7255) for more information. 
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Trinity's Undie Sunday - October 8 

Our Children at Risk Need Undies, Socks and Sweatpants 

Because there continues to be a great need for these items, the Diocesan 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) is again this year seeking our help and sup-

port in continuing the Undies Project. 

They are asking each parish to continue to collect basic necessities (new un-

dershirts, briefs, undies, undershirts and socks) as well as a new request - 

sweatpants - for Children at Risk, sizes 2-26 years. 

Diocesan Convention delegates have been asked to bring one packet (2 gal-

lon zip lock bag) from each parish and to distribute the remainder of the col-

lection locally; Trinity will contribute to Turning Point. 

Please bring your contributions on Sunday, October 8. 

Ellyn Siftar and Suzanne Styers Boundy 

 
 

Mark your calendars! 
 

Consecration Sunday Weekend 
 

Saturday October 21 
with Celebration Hour  
following 5:30 service 

 

Sunday October 22 
with Celebration Brunch  

following 8:30 and 10:30 services 
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September 10 

Farewell to Fr. Nick 
 

September 17 

Recognition Sunday/ 

 Ministry Fair 
 

September 24 

Parishioners’ faith     

 Journeys 
 

October 1, 8, 15, 29 

Poverty  
 (Outreach Committee) 
 

October 22 

Consecration Sunday 
 

November 5, 12, 19, December 3 

“Carnival Time— 

 Law and Orgies" 
 with Howard Fegan 
 

November 26 

No Forum 
 Thanksgiving Weekend 
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Five Reasons to Tithe 
 

 Ancient Model 
Tithing is our most ancient model for giving.  One of the 
best tithing stories is that of Jacob  (Genesis 28:10-22)   
In 1982 the General Convention passed a resolution de-
claring tithing to be the “minimum standard of giving” for 
Episcopalians. 

 

 Trust in God 

Tithing helps us worship God more in our lives.  It encour-
ages our spiritual growth and trust in God. 

 

 Financial Wisdom 
Tithing brings God’s wisdom to our finances, exercising a 
healthy spiritual discipline over them, and helps us to 
combat the destructive materialism and greed that destroy 
the lives of many.  

 

 Ministry Support 

Tithing provides the means to keep our priests and mis-
sionaries in full service to God. 

 

 Congregational Strength 

Tithing strengthens the ministry, outreach and health of 
our congregations, molding us into true Christian commu-
nities of faith, love, and grace. 

 

 - The Stewardship Office 

   The Episcopal Church in the USA 
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we came together to celebrate the life, death and resurrection of Our Lord in the sac-
rament of the Eucharist. 

The life and ministry of a parish is lived out in moments like these, and they are the 
deepest joys of a parish priest. Thank you for letting me share them with you. 

I shall never forget any of them. They have become a part of my tapestry of memo-
ries. I will offer thanks to God for them regularly each time I pass an altar. Karen and 
Kenney join me in thanking you for all the kindness you have shown us over the 
years. 

My prayer for all of you is that you continue to listen carefully to God’s voice in your 
lives - both corporately and individually. I pray that God will continue to empower you 
with all you need to live out the ministry that God is giving you to do. May God bless 
you all each day from now and for all time. 

Amen.                        --Nick +  

(Continued from page 1) 

GODLY PLAY 

This fall, Ellyn Siftar, our new Director 
of Religious Education, will be intro-
ducing a new program for our children.  
The Center for the Theology of Child-
hood describes it in this way: "Godly 
Play is a method of Christian education 
and spiritual direction primarily for 
children aged 2- 12. The goal of Godly 
Play is to teach children the art of us-
ing religious language, parable, sacred 
story, silence, and liturgical action to 
help them become more fully aware of 
the mystery of God’s presence around 
them and in their lives."  

Developed by Episcopal priest Dr. 
Jerome Berryman in 1972, Godly Play 
is used all over the world.  Look for 
more from Ellyn in the next newsletter.  
She and at least one of the teachers 
will be attending a Godly Play training 
conference in Baltimore during the 
middle of September. 

Ellyn will also be revealing more de-
tailed plans for the teens' Christian 
Education program, which she says will 
involve helping with Godly Play, and 
doing some drama.  

Christian Education for the Chil-
dren begins on September 24. 

GOING DEEPER 

The Going Deeper group invites you to 
join us 6:00-7:30 in the Chapel on the 
first and third Mondays of the month 
(excepting holidays).  In our time to-
gether, we pray an abbreviated monastic 
evening prayer, meditate on Scripture, 
study Benedictine spirituality--part of the 
foundation of our Anglican tradition-- and 
close with compline.  The group is very 
open, and welcomes you to stop in for one 
week or to be with us for all our meetings.  
The only requirement is to wish to listen 
and speak prayerfully, and to go deeper 
into life in Christ. 

The next meeting is September 18, 6:00.  
Call Mo. Laura if you would like more in-
formation or send her an email at 
laura@trinitybeth.org. 

TAIZE 

"The one who sings prays twice," said St. 
Augustine.  But you don't have to sing to 
pray in the Taize style.  Taize evening 
prayer will begin again on September 17 at 
5:00 in the Chapel.  Share an hour of peace-
ful chants, easy to learn even for non-
musicians, intercessory prayer and medita-
tion.  You are most welcome to come and 
pray with our ecumenical group, even if you 
prefer not to sing.  Spend the last hour of 
Sunday with our Lord, and gather strength 
for the week ahead. 
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Important Dates to Remember 

October Newsletter Deadline 
Monday, September 25, 2006 

Monday, Sept. 4—Labor Day—Office Closed 
Thursdays, beginning Sept. 7—7:00pm—Choir Practice 
Sunday, Sept. 10—9:15am—Farewell to Fr. Nick 
Sundays, beginning Sept. 10—Late service moves to 10:30am 
Monday, Sept. 11—7:30pm—Stewardship Committee 
Tuesday, Sept. 12—8:00pm—Outreach Committee 
Sunday, Sept. 17—Recognition Sunday/Ministry Fair 
Sunday, Sept. 17—5:00pm—Taize 
Monday, Sept. 18—7:00pm—Vestry Meeting 
Tuesday, Sept. 19—2:30pm—Pastoral Care Committee 
Wednesday, Sept. 20—5:30pm—Prayer Beaders Gathering 
Sunday, Sept. 24—9:15am—Adult Forum - Parishioners' Faith 

Journeys 
Sundays, beginning Sept. 24—9:15am—Children's Choir Rehearsal 
Sundays, beginning Sept. 24—10:15am—Christian Education 
  (Ages 3 - 8th Grade) 

44 East Market Street 
Bethlehem, PA  18018 

Trinity Episcopal Church    
...Feeding all in Body, Mind and Soul 

Phone: 610-867-4741 
Fax: 610-867-5206 

Email: info@trinitybeth.org 
www.trinitybeth.org 

Staff Telephone Extensions 
The Rev. W. Nicholas Knisely—303 

The Rev. Laura Howell—304 
The Rev. Elizabeth Miller—302 

Ellyn Siftar—307 
Lorenz Maycher—306 
Peg McLaughlin—305 
Gabriele Whittier—301 
Dennis Perkins—308 

 


