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INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

Sharing the Good News 
I’m going to talk about a word that seems to strike fear 
into the hearts of many Episcopalians. No, it’s not SIN; 
it’s not HELL; it’s not even the DEVIL! The word is: EVAN-
GELISM!!! 
Actually, this does not surprise me. There are some 
things in our culture that tend to give us a twisted image 
of what this word “evangelism” is all about. Witness the 
so-called (or self-proclaimed) TV Evangelists. “You, at 
home, have a pain in your back? Lay your hand upon your 
TV set (and send me $100) and you WILL BE HEALED.” 
“Send me $50 to help me spread this ministry, and I will 
send you this beautiful Bible.” Or the vision of someone 
standing up at a crowded street corner, waving a Bible, 
and shouting something like: “Save yourself from the Evil 
One! Repent and follow Jesus!” Or the fear of someone 
grabbing you by the lapels and shouting, “Have you been 
Born Again?” 
Yes, I have – thank you very much! My Episcopal Prayer 
Book teaches me in the Baptismal Liturgy (P. 307) that 
“those who here [in the sanctified water] are cleansed 
from sin and born again may continue for ever in the 
risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.” Of course, I think 
that I know what they’re driving at: have you made an 
adult commitment to accept Jesus as your personal Savior 
and to follow him as Lord? And hopefully within the fel-
lowship of his Church. 
So I’m not surprised that the above images turn us off to 
this “evangelism” bit. But let us take a few minutes and 
do a little word study. According to The Random House 
Unabridged Dictionary, evangel is “the good tidings of the 
redemption of the world through Jesus Christ.” It also 
means, in general, “good news and tidings.” The word 
comes from the Greek euangelion meaning “good news” 
and the Latin evangel(ium) – same meaning. “But wait,” 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Trinity is a praying church.  We love to pray 

for people...and we keep on praying for 

them.  But sometimes, people get "parked" 

on the parish prayer list.  The policy is to put 

people on the Prayers of the People list and 

to read their names for two weeks in a row, UNLESS you 

ask us to keep them on.  They will also be put on the 

prayer list in the Bulletin.  We keep them on the Bulletin 

list for two months, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on.  

We are very happy to keep people on either or both lists, 

but please do tell us.  Call the office or give a note to one 

of the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 

Birthdays 
 

 1 Richard Ditterline 
 2 Dianne Carl-Ziegler  
 3 Andrew Majczan 
 Jonathan Heimbach 
 Nicholas Heimbach 
 4 Laura Howell 
 Alex Schlener 
 Caitlin Dickey  

Liana Irvine 
 Marius Bressoud 

 D J Douvanis 
 7 Derek Freeh 

Brian Givey 
Linda Laubach 

 8 Robert Lukens 
 9 Michael Givey 
10 Gary Becker 
11 Carol Todaro 
14 Sandra Utley 

18 Michelle Fodor 
 Kevin Gee 
19 F. Richard Matthews 
21 Janice Illick 
23 Michael Tax, Sr. 
24 Jha-Dia Lukens 
25 Mathew Post  
26 Christopher Wrenshaw 
27 Amanda Molinaro 
28 Clifford Carr 
30 Jason Kerr 
 Benjamin Ferriby 
 Jason Kerr 

 

Anniversaries 
 

 2 Laura Johnson & Paul 
Salerni 

 3 Cathy & Roger Walter 
 5 Jennifer & Tom Bradley 
 9 Ann & Chris Connors 

1 Justin. Martyr at Rome, c.167 
2 The Martyrs of Lyons, 177 
5 Boniface. Archbishop of Mainz, Mis-

sionary to Germany, and Martyr, 754 
9 Columba, Abbot of Iona, 597 
11 St. Barnabas 
12 Enmegahbowh, Priest and Missionary, 

1902 
14 Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea, 

379 
15 Evelyn Underhill 
16 Joseph Butler, Bishop of Durham, 1752 
18 Bernard Mizeki, Catechist and Martyr in 

Rhodesia, 1896 
22 Alban, First Martyr of Britain, c.304 
24 Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
28 Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, c.202 
29 St. Peter & St. Paul 

Celebration of Saints  
During June 

Almighty God, you have knit together 
your elect in one communion and fellow-
ship in the mystical body of your Son 
Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to fol-
low your blessed saints in all virtuous and 
godly living, that we may come to those 
ineffable joys that you have prepared for 
those who truly love you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who with you and the 
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in 
glory everlasting. Amen.  

Here are the names of 
Trinity people who have 
health problems or per-
sonal problems and who 
wish to be remembered 
in our prayers. If you or a 
loved one has health 
problems or other prob-
lems, and if you would 
like the prayerful help of 
Trinity friends, you are 
invited to add your name 
to the list. Please contact 
the office, 610-867-4741. 

The Prayer List 

Bryan Alderman 
Al Barr 
Bud Barr 
Cathy Barrett 
Lynn Barrett 
Gary Becker 
Marjorie Miller Ber-

gey 
Beth Birli 
Larry Boyer 
Jane Breininger 
Stevi Brozoski  
Baby Brozoski  
Leslie Buchter 
Dorothy Comegys 
LTC Tom Constan-

tino 
COL Kenny Cox 
Fr. Joe DeAcetis 
Emig-Hoagland 

family 
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Claire Roerherstein 
Mo. Gwendolyn-

Jane Romeril 
Sean Romeril 
Edwin Sanchez 
Captain Adam Saw-

yer 
Bill Schrantz 
Joan Sheldrake 
Jim Siftar 
Rick Sumner 
Edna Sweet 
Dennis Taylor 
Lucille A. Talijan 
Pat Talijan 
Jackie Tompkins 
Roger Walter 
Edith Wilson 
Jeremy Wolfe  
Karen 
Seth 

Sunday Readings During 
June 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scrip-
tures to be written for our learning: Grant 
us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that we may em-
brace and ever hold fast the blessed hope 
of everlasting life, which you have given 
us in our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

June 3 
The First Sunday after Pentecost 

Trinity Sunday 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

Psalm 8 or Canticle 2 or 13 
Romans 5:1-5 
John 16:12-15 

 

June 10 
The Second Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 17:8-16 (17-24) 
Psalm 146 

Galatians 1:11-24 
Luke 7:11-17 

 

June 17 
The Third Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 21:1-10, (11-14), 15-21a 
Psalm 5:1-8 

Galatians 2:15-21 
Luke 7:36-8:3 

 

June 24 
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a 
Psalm 42 and 43 
Galatians 3:23-39 

Luke 8:26-39 
 

10 Jean & George 
Hurchalla 

11 Carey & Pat 
Patterson 

16 Jolieta & Rus-
sell Yurchak 

18 Xinyuan & 
Brian Leidy 

19 Tracy & Ed-
ward Roeder 

 Susan & Rich-
ard Ditter-
line 

20 Irene & Bill 
Harding 

21 Dolores & Jim 
Caskey 

 Gloria & Ken 
Tarby 

25 Susan & Gary 
Becker 

29 Olivia & Vin-
cent Garcia 

Dick Emory 
John Ferriby 
Al Giordano 
Sally Hampson 
Nancy Hofmann 
Martha Hoyt 
Major Joe Kemmer 
Eileen Kessler 
Ray Kunkle 
Fr. Joe Leo 
Kate Levesque 
Robert Lukens 
Fr. Mac 
Caroline McCan-

dless 
Deacon Elizabeth 

Miller 
Joe Palmeri 
Matthew Post 
Resurrection Lu-

theran Church 
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you may say, “doesn’t gospel mean ‘good news’?” 
Yes, you’re right. Again, the dictionary tells us that 
gospel [Old English godspell] is the translation of the 
Greek euangelion and means “glad tidings, especially 
concerning salvation and the kingdom of God as an-
nounced to the world by Christ.” Evangelism is “the 
preaching or promulgation of the gospel”; also 
“missionary zeal, purpose, or activity.” An evangelist 
is “a preacher of the gospel”; “any of the writers of 
the 4 Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John)”; and 
“in the primitive church, a person who first brought 
the gospel to a city or region.” 
QUESTION: how often does the average Episcopalian 
invite someone to his or her church? Think about 
your own experience for a moment or 
two….ANSWER: The average Episcopalian invites 
someone to their church once every 27 years! The 
official Episcopal Church website (ecusa.Anglican.org) 
reminds us that the Stated Mission of the Church is 
“to restore all people to unity with God and each 
other in Christ” (Book of Common Prayer p. 855, An 
Outline of the Faith, commonly called the Catechism). 
The Catechism then asks the question: “How does 
the Church pursue its Mission?” “…as it prays and 
worships, proclaims the Gospel, and promotes jus-
tice, peace, and love.” Question: “Through whom 
does the Church pursue its mission?  “…through the 
ministry of ALL ITS MEMBERS.”  (emphasis added) 
There is a wonderful phrase in the Cursillo Method 
that I feel is very helpful: “Make a Friend, Be a 
Friend, Bring your friend to Christ.” You have this 
special friend; develop this friendship until you and 
the Holy Spirit feel that the time is right; then invite 
your friend to come to Church with you! We have 
been Blessed to come to understand for ourselves the 
“Good News.” We are living the Good News. The time 
is ripe to SHARE this GOOD NEWS with others, as our 
Savior Christ has commanded, and to do it in His 
Love! 
Perhaps we need to come up with another word or 
phrase for “Evangelism.”  In the meantime, let’s go 
out and do it!!! 

—Father Dick+ 

(“Sharing the Good News”—Continued from page 1) 
From the  

Search 
Committee 
The Search Com-
mittee continued 
its preparation activities this past 
month.  The subcommittee that 
had volunteered to develop meth-
ods and procedures for interview-
ing and evaluating prospective 
candidates submitted their pro-
posal to the full committee. 
This was reviewed and modified 
by the full committee and is now 
available for use when visitations 
and interviews are conducted. 
It is planned to have the Diocese, 
early in June, present the Search 
Committee with a list of names 
for consideration.  At that time 
they will also provide brief infor-
mation on each of the persons 
and review again the process we 
are to follow.  Of note is that the 
time of submission of the names 
is on schedule. 
The Episcopal Church search 
process prohibits the disclosure 
by members of the Search Com-
mittee of any of the names under 
consideration.  This ‘secrecy” is 
both to protect the privacy of 
those who have agreed to have 
their names submitted for consid-
eration and also to allow the 
Search Committee to consider 
and evaluate all factors without 
outside influences.  Further, the 
Search Committee covenanted 
with one another to uphold this 
confidentiality.  It is hoped that 
members of the congregation will 
respect the need for this confi-
dentiality as a necessary part of 
the process, hold the Search 
Committee up in their prayers 
and be patient. 



 

 

CHURCH HEARING AIDS 
The amplification system in Trinity Church is also a very short range broadcasting system, one 
that does not carry beyond the walls of the nave itself. Special hearing aids that receive only 
the signals from our own amplifier are available for those who have difficulty hearing. 
The system was installed in 1999 and still works remarkably well. We originally purchased six 
aids at a cost of $75 apiece. But over the years three of them have disappeared. We cannot re-
place them, at any cost, simply because technology has so changed that compatible receivers 
are no longer made. We would have to install a whole new amplification system simply to get 
back to six receivers. 
Although, following use, they are supposed to have the earpieces sanitized and returned to a 
locked cabinet in the sacristy, they are sometimes left on a pew or table in the rear of the 
church where they might be picked up by an acquisitive visitor or simply a curious small child. 
Please help us keep the three we have left by picking up any loose one you see and giving it to 
an usher to return to the Sacristy. Thank you. 

—Marius, your hearing aid coordinator 

THE  TRINITY  C HURCH NEWSLETTER  P AGE  4  

 

_____________ Resurrection Lutheran Church 
Rev. Dr. LaurieAnn Yeisley-Drogin, Pastor 

94 Warren Street 
Roxbury, MA 02119 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
44 E. Market Street 
Bethlehem, PA  18018 

22 April 2007 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The entire congregation of Resurrection Lutheran Church sends our grate-
ful blessings to you, our friends at Trinity Episcopal Church. Each week, 
as you pray for us, we are also holding you and your valuable ministry up 
to the Lord in prayer. 

Because of your generosity in donating recycled computers, we will be 
able to improve our communications, keep better records of our many 
ministries, and streamline our financial accounting. These will be our first 
ever church computers. 

Because of your generosity in donating prayer beads, each member of our 
dedicated Church Council is now engaging in a new form of daily prayer 
discipline. It means more than we can say to know that we are uplifted in 
prayer and supported in thought by all of you. 

Because of your support of our parish in these ways, you are a present and 
significant part of ministry in Roxbury. Lives will be touched because you 
are there for and with us. 

May God continue to bless and keep you, and may the Grace and Peace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ remain with the entire Trinity family. 

Yours in the Risen Christ, 

/s/ Pastor LaurieAnn  
Pastor LaurieAnn Yeisley-Drogin 
On behalf of Resurrection Lutheran Church 

    

Memorial OpportunityMemorial OpportunityMemorial OpportunityMemorial Opportunity    
 

In addition to planting 
colorful annuals, the 
Trinity Gardeners 
would like to be able 
to replace some of the 
aging and weather-
worn flowering shrubs 
in front of the church.  
A gift in memory of a 
loved one or in 
thanksgiving for God’s 
blessings would allow 
us to purchase some 
new azaleas and rho-
dodendrons to beau-
tify the garden area.  
Checks should be 
made out to “Trinity 
Church” with the nota-
tion for “Garden” on 
the line provided, and 
may be sent to the 
Parish Office or placed 
on the offering plate. 
Thank You.  



 

 

Children and teens develop their attitudes to God and the 
Church by what they see at home.  Let us all grow in our 
understanding of stewardship and renewour commitment 
to Christ in the weeks ahead.  By doing this we will 
strengthen our relationship with God and our neighbor.  
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• Suggest this formula:  
When you get some 
money, give 10% to 
God’s work; put some 
in a bank; and keep a 
little for yourself. 

• Teach our responsibility 
to give weekly through 
the envelope system. 

• Remembering that chil-
dren model themselves 
after their parents, be 
attentive to your own 
stewardship of God’s 
gifts. 

• Teach your children to 
pray, for prayer helps 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE AT TRINITY 
God's spirit is pushing up the ceiling. 
Quiet holds the air in place. 
Human thoughts usher in anguish and torment,  
 cruelty triumphs, the victim accepts it. 
A most priceless life meets a death most abysmal. 
 

All we can do is remember past Easters, 
Waiting for joy to rise up in two days! 

—Sue Wolfe 

to connect us to God 
and fosters a sense of 
our role as God’s stew-
ards. 

• Recognizing that every-
one gives differently, 
teach them about 
thetithing of time, tal-
ent, and treasure as the 
biblical standard. 

• Remember that children 
and teens with all the 
members of the 
Church, have some-
thing to offer the Body 
of Christ,  show them 
how to share it. 

 
 
From the Stewardship Committee: 
 

HOW TO TEACH YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT 
STEWARDSHIP 
 

One issue that concerns many parents is teaching their 
children about the value of giving and the reasons we 
give to God. Here are some recommendations that have 
worked for others: 

 

“Good Things  

are Happening 

 at Trinity!” 

 

Narnia:   
The Lion,  
the Bishop  
& the Wardrobe 
at the Bishop’s Day 
for Kids 
 
Wednesday, June 27, 2007 

 

Cathedral Church  

of the Nativity,  

Bethlehem 

 

10:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 

Registration and Medical 
Forms are available at 

www.diobethkids.org or 
from your rector. 

 

Register by May 31, 2007 
to receive your FREE 

Narnia T-Shirt 



 

 

 

As I am coming to the close of my two year novitiate, or time of 
testing, and begin to take the next step in my journey, that is to 
begin taking annual vows, I want to begin again by thanking all 
of you who have kept me in prayer. Without your prayers and 
support I surely would have stumbled more than I have. 
The two years I have spent testing the waters have shown me 
that I have more strength than I thought possible. All this, of 
course, is only possible through prayer and trust. I have received 
my certificate in spiritual direction; my companionship in this 
area has grown to more than I imagined! With the help and 
guidance of my own spiritual director, I have taken some on-line 
courses to enrich my spiritual life, read and studied much more 
than I would have believed and have been asked to do work-
shops on prayer and meditation and forums on the religious life 
and what it means to be a solitary. All of this is secondary to my 
vow of prayer and my intercessions for you, this community, the 
church and the world. 
So, what happens now? That’s a question I cannot know and 
most possibly cannot comprehend. I will continue in the practice 
of spiritual direction. I will continue to study and learn and hope-
fully digest the meaning of it all. I will continue to serve the 
community of Trinity, Easton and The Diocese of Bethlehem. I 
will continue in a life of contemplativeness, solitude and prayer, 
and I will continue to depend upon the guidance of the Holy One 
and the support of my community. 
Please join me, and if you cannot be physically present, I ask 
you to hold me in prayer on Wednesday, June 20 at 7:00 p.m. at 
The Cathedral Church of the Nativity as The Rt. Rev. Paul V. Mar-
shall receives my first annual vows. 
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News from  
Youth Ministries 
 
Dear Friends, 
For the past six weeks after 
church on Sunday, a small 
group of youth has been 
working energetically to 
complete the requirements 
of confirmation class.  This 
year we the teachers are 
using Jenifer Gamber’s 
book, My Life, My Faith, to 
navigate the history and 
polity of the Episcopal 
church,  sacraments, Bible 
stories, prayer, as well as 
how to take faith into the 
world.  And, in case you 
haven’t heard, Bishop Paul 
is coming to Trinity on June 
10th! Miranda Bradley, 
Amanda Molinaro and Anna 
Siftar will be confirmed on 
that day and I sincerely 
hope that you can join us 
in support of their commit-
ment to a Christian life as 
young adults. 
Blessings on your family, 

—Ellyn Siftar, 
Director of Youth Ministries 

Let them prefer nothing whatever to  
Christ, and may Christ bring us all 
together to everlasting life.” 
 Rule of St. Benedict: Chapter 72 

By the Grace of God 

The Rt. Rev. Paul V. Marshall 

Bishop of the Diocese of Bethlehem 

will receive the First Vows of 

Sister Patricia Michael Hauze 

on 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

7:00 p.m. 

at  

The Cathedral Church of the Nativity 

321 Wyandotte Street 

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 
 

Your Prayers and Presence 

are requested. 
 

RSVP:  610-253-0792 

parish@trinityeaston.org 

FROM WHITE TO BLACK 
On June 20, at 7:00 in the 
Cathedral, Sr. Patricia Michael 
Hauze will be exchanging the 
white veil of a novice for the 
black veil of a sister making 
her annual vows.  Sr. Patty 
invites you all to attend the 
service, and if you cannot be 
with her, please to pray for 
her.  Sr. Patty now belongs to 
two Trinitys—Bethlehem and 
Easton—and together we are 
extending our traditional par-
ish hospitality by honoring her 
with a reception.  If you can 
help, please contact Mo. 
Laura. 



 

 

The Episcopal Church 
Marking a Milestone, Moving Forward 

[The following appeared May 12, on the op-ed page of the NYTimes.] 

Somewhere near you, there's a blue-and-white sign bearing the familiar slogan: The Episcopal 
Church Welcomes You .. It represents some 7,400 congregations that trace their beginnings in 
North America to a small but hopeful group of English Christians who arrived May 14, 1607 at a 
place they called Jamestown - the first permanent English settlement in the New World. 
You may know us as Washington's monumental National Cathedral, site of historic services and 
ceremonies, or the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York, still unfinished, but already 
the largest cathedral in the world. 
But the Episcopal Church is also Boston's Old North Church, founded in 1723 and made famous 
by serving as the beacon for Paul Revere's revolution-spurring "midnight ride." And Philadel-
phia's Christ Church, home parish of 15 signers of the Declaration of Independence, host to the 
first General Convention of the Episcopal Church in 1785. 
It's Trinity Parish on Wall Street in New York, formed in 1698, and St. Paul's Chapel just down 
the street, frequented by George Washington and the spiritual healing center of Ground Zero 
since September 11, 2001. 
It's also Epiphany Church in Los Angeles, where Cesar Chavez rallied the United Farm workers. 
And Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Cumberland, Maryland, whose basement was a major stop 
on the Underground Railroad to freedom for enslaved African-Americans. And St. John's Church 
in Greenwich Village, a meeting place for gay and lesbian action following the 1969 Stonewall 
uprising. 
It's a parish in Iowa. A campus ministry in Georgia. A mission in Dinetah - the Navajo Reserva-
tion. A cathedral in Utah. Even a house church in Vermont. 
Wherever you find us, you'll find the Book of Common Prayer and a Christian faith that honors 
and engages the Bible, the tradition of the Church, and God-given human reason. 
Joined in prayer, you'll find people with many points of view - Christians who are progressive, 
moderate, and conservative - yet who value the diversity of their faith community. 
That's a heritage drawn from our deep roots in nearly 2,000 years of English Christianity, and 
shared by a worldwide Anglican Communion that unites nearly 80 million people in 164 coun-
tries through prayer and ministries committed to caring for "the least of these," as Jesus com-
manded, by reducing poverty, disease, and oppression. 
Episcopalians struggle with the same issues that trouble all people of faith: how to interpret an 
ancient faith for today … how to maintain the integrity of tradition while reaching out to a hurt-
ing world ... how to disagree and yet love and respect one another. 
Occasionally those struggles make the news. People find they can no longer walk with us on 
their journey, and may be called to a different spiritual home. Some later make their way back, 
and find they are welcomed with open arms. 
Despite the headlines, the Episcopal Church keeps moving forward in mission - in all 50 U.S. 
states and the District of Columbia, as well as congregations in Belgium, Colombia, the Domini-
can Republic, Ecuador, France, Germany, Guam, Haiti, Honduras, Italy, Micronesia, Puerto Rico, 
Switzerland, Taiwan, Venezuela, and the Virgin Islands. We're committed to a transformed 
world, as Jesus taught: a world of justice, peace, wholeness, and holy living. 
We've grown a lot in 400 years, since that 1607 worship service from the Book of Common 
Prayer was held in Jamestown-inside and out. Come see for yourself. Come and visit. .. come 
and explore ... come and grow. 
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A sermon for the Fifth Sunday of Easter  
(May 6, 2007) 

From Mother Laura 

Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm 148 
Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 
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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
Even the best lectionary has to pick and choose, and leaves out large tracts of Scripture.  So 
some of the impact is lost.  Either the preacher has to spend time explaining the back-story, or 
simply doesn’t preach on a given text. 
Today's reading from the Acts of the Apostles fits into the category of needing context. Some of 
Chapter 10, which helps make sense of today’s passage, is read in part at other times of the 
year.  And part of it is not read at all in our three year lectionary cycle.  Ernst Haenchen, a 
scholar who specializes in studying Acts, says that in the middle of the book, there is a little 
seven-act play that teaches us about conversion. Chapters 10 and 11 contain the script. 
At the beginning of Chapter 10, we see the new church facing a crisis, as it begins to under-
stand what it will mean for them if the Gospel really is proclaimed to the whole world.  Scene 
One takes place in Caesarea.  The Roman army officer Cornelius has a vision of an angel telling 
him to send to the city of Joppa for a man called Simon Peter.  This may not mean much to us, 
but to the early church it was startling.  Remember, the Christians were all Jews initially and 
Cornelius is a Gentile.  And worse than a Gentile: he is part of the Roman army of oppression.  
But St. Luke, the author of Acts, is careful to tell us that Cornelius is pious, prays constantly, 
and gives alms.  Even a Roman military man can be a follower of God—the early Church had 
doubts about that. 
Scene Two.  Joppa.  Now it’s Peter’s turn to have a strange vision of all sorts of creatures being 
lowered from heaven on a tablecloth.  Peter is told three times to kill and eat food which is ab-
solutely forbidden to religious Jews, and which Peter obviously considers to be disgusting.  Pay 
attention in Scripture when you see something in THREES—that means it’s very significant.  
Bishop Paul likes to call it the weird, unclean deli vision.  This is important not only because 
eating treif, or non-kosher food, is against religious law, but because the purity laws helped to 
give identity to the Jewish people.  Discarding those laws, threatened their survival in a secular 
world.  The traditional laws helped set them apart from other people. And the message seems 
to be that as Christians, they will have an identity that goes beyond the boundaries of the Law. 
Scene Three.  Cornelius’ servants arrive at Joppa to bring Peter back.  They retell Cornelius's 
vision, and although Peter has no idea what is going on, Peter returns with them. 
Scene Four.  Meanwhile, back in Caesarea.  Family and friends are gathering at Cornelius's 
house, and they provide an audience for Peter's arrival.  Peter reflects on his vision, and Corne-
lius tells his.  Both men now understand how their visions dovetail.  Peter has never been 
known for his tact, and being a Christian hasn’t changed him.  He comments to his host that it 
is unlawful for any Jew to associate with a Gentile, but he has come anyway.  This underscores 
what Peter has learned from his vision. 
Scene Five.  Peter gives one of his powerful sermons, beginning with a verse that appears sev-
eral times in our lectionary: "I now know that God shows no partiality.”  This verse is key, be-
cause in it lies our hope of salvation, since we are Gentiles. 
Scene Six.  In the event that anyone might question Peter's understanding of the Gospel, God 
affirms it by sending the Holy Spirit to Cornelius and his family.  The Jewish believers who had 
come with Peter were astonished to see the Gentiles undergo the same experience they had, 
speaking in tongues, and praising God.  Peter points out that since they have received the 
Spirit, there is no question that they should be baptized, and he does it immediately. 
Scene Seven.  Now to today's passage.  Back home, Peter has a lot to answer for.  Even with-
out the instant news of the Internet, the believers in Jerusalem have heard about doings in 

(Continued on page 9) 



 

 

Joppa.  They are unhappy that Peter has been visiting Gentiles, and even worse, eating with 
them.  At least, that was what they criticized him for.  I wonder if the grumbling was caused by 
something more substantial than Peter’s laxity about the purity laws.  In verse one of Chapter 
11, there is one little word that is a giveaway: also.  And in the last verse of today's reading 
another tiny word: even.  I suspect that the Jewish believers are taken aback, because they 
had assumed that Jesus was sent to them, with good news for them.  But now suddenly, the 
Gentiles have also accepted Christ.  I wonder if they were jealous?  They were used to being 
the chosen people, and now, the Gentiles have also received the word of salvation. 
In self-defense, Peter has to recount for the believers the whole story of his vision.  It’s inter-
esting that he underplays the part about Cornelius’ vision.  Maybe he thought that since these 
folks were obviously upset about the Gentiles having been accepted into the faith, he didn't 
want to emphasize that God had sent a vision to a Gentile.  He provides an explanation of his 
reason for baptizing Cornelius and his clan.  And challenges the believers to answer the ques-
tion he himself has obviously been asking: "Who am I that I could hinder God?"  And the re-
sult?  They are silenced.  What can anyone say when they have evidence that the Holy Spirit 
has been acting?  After they ponder the situation for awhile, they praise God: "Then God has 
given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life."  But notice that their praise still 
has some of the condescension we found in the first verse of the chapter: EVEN people as un-
worthy as those Gentiles receive the gift of repentance. 
This is a very complex story, so let’s take a shortcut and ask the text: for whom is there Good 
News here?  And where is the Bad News? 
There is plenty of bad news.  And it is quite subtle.  The bad news is that salvation does not be-
long to us, and we cannot successfully stand in the way of the Holy Spirit.  Even the best of us 
sometimes fall into the kinds of unconscious assumptions that the believers of Acts did: that 
people who are different from us are somehow less than we are.  If we are privileged, we might 
think that the poor would be better people if only they would do things our way.  If we are 
poor, we might think that the rich are more materialistic than we are.  If we are male, we 
might assume that females are less able.  If we are female, we might assume that males have 
less emotional depth.  If we are Protestants, we might assume that Catholics have less of a 
personal relationship with Christ than we do.  If we are Catholics, we might assume that Prot-
estants think they can go it alone in achieving salvation without the assistance of the church.  
The bottom line for all of this, is the insidious feeling “I am special”: that somehow, I am more 
worthy of God’s blessing than you are, EVEN IF God does deign to bless you also.  When we 
create stereotypes and exhibit the sort of condescension the believers in Jerusalem did, a bar-
rier is created.  It was created not only between them and their Gentile Christian brothers and 
sisters, but it also set up a barrier that kept them from experiencing the free-flowing grace and 
joy of the Spirit.  Only after they sat for a bit in silence and recognized that Peter was right, did 
they joyfully begin to praise God. 
Thankfully, there is also a lot of good news!  For one thing, stubborn and opinionated Peter, 
who had been outspoken against Gentiles being received into the church, is prepared to change 
his mind.  Of course, God needs to tell him three times and send three men to him, but he does 
learn that God’s plan is broader than he thought at first.  There is the good news that God 
thinks that even people from outside the social order, people who otherwise would not be toler-
ated, are worth giving salvation to.  The good news for us personally, is if God truly does not 
play favorites, then even we—with all our shortcomings--can receive the gift of repentance, of 
turning back to God.  Most of us will not see visions of angels or receive divine instructions in a 
trance, but if we do not hinder God’s work in our lives, we can hear the Word of God and be 
transformed by it.  Amen. 

(Sermon—Continued from page 8) 
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BELATED THANKS 
  

The Garden of Gethsemane was a 
beautiful array of flowers that was 
only made possible by all the won-
derful people of Trinity who bought 
flowers for the display.  Many hands 
helped to set up the arrangement 
and then dismantle it.  It was a lot 
of work for such a brief time but the 
garden was much appreciated by 
those who meditated there. This 
thank you is late in coming, but it is 
sincerely meant. Thank you all for 
your help and contributions.  

--Sue Ditterline 

THE BISHOP IS COMING!! 
On June 10, Bishop Paul Marshall 
will be visiting Trinity for confirma-
tion, reception into the Episcopal 
Church, and baptisms.  We encour-
age everyone to make a special ef-
fort to come to the service in sup-
port of our confirmands and baptis-
mal families.  So that as many of us 
as possible can participate, on that 
Sunday only we will have ONE ser-
vice at 9:30 (no 8:00 service). 
Please consider volunteering to help 
with the reception, as we celebrate 
the visit of our Chief Pastor, gath-
ered together with the parish.  Con-
tact Vi McCandless or Mo. Laura. 

New        ���� 
Organist/Choir Director 

We are very happy to announce that 
Dr. Jane FitzHarris has joined Trinity 
as our new organist/choir director.  
She comes to us from New Orleans.  
Watch for an article and introduction 
from Dr. FitzHarris in next month's 
newsletter.  In the meantime, wel-
come her as you meet her on her 
first few Sundays with us. 
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NOTE:  This calendar does not include various occasional outside groups that use our facilities.  Please check availability with the 
office before scheduling a meeting. 

June 2007 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
10:00 am– Tai Chi - 
Chapel  

3 
10:45 pm-Episcopal 
Church 101 - Library 
 

4 
6:00 pm- Going 
Deeper: A Contem-
plative Community - 
Chapel  
 

5 6 
10:30 am- Daugh-
ters of the King - 
Church  

 

7 8 9 
10:00 am– Tai Chi - 
Chapel  
 

10 
8:00 AM Service is 
Cancelled today. 
Join us at 9:30 for 
Bishop's Visitation 
 

10:30 am-Reception 
- Parish Hall 
 

11 
7:30 pm– Finance 
Committee - Library  

12 13 
10:30 am- Daugh-
ters of the King - 
Church  

14 15 16 
10:00 am– Tai Chi - 
Chapel  
 

17 
5:00 pm-Taize - 
Chapel 

18 
6:00 pm- Going 
Deeper: A Contem-
plative Community - 
Chapel  
 

7:30 pm– Vestry - 
Library 

19 
2:30 pm– Pastoral 
Care - Library    
 

6:30 pm- Daughters 
of the King - Chapel  
 

7:30 pm– Steward-
ship Committee - 
Chapel 

20 
10:30 am- Daugh-
ters of the King - 
Church  
 

7:00 pm– Sr. Patricia 
Michael’s 1st Vows - 
Cathedral 

21 22 23 
10:00 am– Tai Chi - 
Chapel  
 

 

24 
10:30 am-Outreach 
Committee - Parish 
Hall 

25 26 27 
10:15 pm– Bishop’s 
Day with the Kids - 
Cathedral 
 

10:30 am- Daugh-
ters of the King - 
Church  

28 29 30 
10:00 am– Tai Chi - 
Chapel  
 

“Good Things  

are Happening 

 at Trinity!” 

Weekly Schedule 

Mondays 
 10:00 am Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Tuesdays 
 7:00 pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 

Wednesdays 
 9:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Healing  
 

Thursdays 
 9:00 am PlayGroup (Friendship Park)  

 

Saturdays 
 10:30 am AA (Parish Hall) 

Sundays  
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
 8:45 am Summer Choir Practice (Choir Room) 
 9:30 am Holy Eucharist  
 10:30 am Coffee Hour 
 
Weekdays (Mon through Fri) 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 Noon Soup Kitchen 
 5:30 pm AA (Fellowship Hall) 
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The Bishop is Coming!!! 
 

Baptisms, Confirmations, Reception 
 

Sunday, June 10th at 9:30 am 
(No 8:00 am service that day) 

 

Join us in the Parish Hall for a party  
immediately following the service 

July/August Newsletter Deadline 
Monday, June 25, 2007 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Feeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and Soul    

 

44 E. Market Street 
Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
 

phone   610-867-4741    
(emergency  610-360-1429) 
 

web site   www.trinitybeth.org     
email   info@trinitybeth.org 
 

office hours   9-2, Monday-Friday,  
 appointments  until 5   
CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline, Interim Rector 
The Rev. Laura Howell, Associate Priest  
The Rev. Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and  
 Soup Kitchen Coordinator    
The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Assisting Priest 
The Rev. Canon A. Malcolm MacMillan,  
 Assisting Priest 
The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,  
 Assisting Priest 
 

STAFF  
Karen Ernst-Reiner,  Treasurer       
Dr. Jane FitzHarris, Director of Music       
Peter & Wendy Lega, Directors of Children’s 
 Choir 
Ellyn Siftar, Director of Youth Ministries 
Gabriele Whittier, Associate for Administration 
Dennis Perkins, Sexton    
Connie Derr, Bookkeeper 
Ministers:  All baptized members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VESTRY  
Sara Klingner (Vestry Warden)   
George Hurchalla (Rector’s Warden) 
Suzanne Boundy  
Robert Deets 
Wendy Lega 
Ken Magee   
Violet McCandless   
David Myers  
Ed Schatkowski   
Mary Ann Swiatek  
Jack Vickrey 
Gabriele Whittier 
Shelly Smith (Clerk – Ex-Officio)   
   

How to become a memberHow to become a memberHow to become a memberHow to become a member————    
You are very welcome to attend worship ser-
vices, member or not.  If you would like to 
become part of the parish, it is easy.  Just give 
your name, address, phone number (and 
email address, if you have one) to a priest or 
usher, or leave it in the parish office.  Part of 
being an Episcopalian is giving of your time, 
talent and treasure.  We hope you will attend 
our special programs and join our other activi-
ties.  There are so many opportunities to be-
come a working member – by helping with 
worship services, or serving on a committee or 
outreach group. 

Staff Telephone Extensions 
The Rev. Dr.  Richard C. Ditterline—303 

The Rev. Laura Howell—304 
The Rev. Elizabeth Miller—302 

Ellyn Siftar—307 
Dr. Jane FitzHarris—306 
Bookkeeper Office—305 
Gabriele Whittier—301 
Dennis Perkins—308 


