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INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

The Trinity Church Newsletter 
Trinity Episcopal Church 
44 East Market Street 
Bethlehem, PA  18018 

Well, I’ve been on the job for 24 days now, with no regrets! Thanks to 
everyone for being so welcoming and supportive. This really is a unique 
opportunity for me! Since this is a part-time position, I thought it would 
be helpful to inform you of my regular office hours. Barring emergencies, 
I will be at Trinity on Wednesday and Friday mornings, and probably into 
the afternoons. This continues a long-standing tradition of Staff Meetings 
at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesdays; Friday is Mother Laura’s day off 
(allegedly). Of course, I will still be “in the house” on Tuesdays; Sue and 
I have been volunteering at the Soup Kitchen since November 2002. 
Again, my home phone number is 610-838-8206; my cell phone is 484-
767-2489. Trinity e-mail address: dick@trinitybeth.org; home e-mail: 
rcditterline@ez-tel.com. 
 

MILLENIUM DEVELOP-
MENT GOALS:  
We are now beginning the 
eighth year of the new mil-
lennium (or seventh, de-
pending on your perspec-
tive), and yet I did not hear 
about the United Nations’ 
“Millenium Develop-ment 
Goals” (hereafter MDG’s) 
until late November 2006 
when I attended a Clergy 
Conference of the Diocese 
of Pennsylvania. This may 
be due in part to the fact that 
I have not been working out 
of a church office since Au-
gust 2000. So I’m not sur-
prised if many of you had 
not heard of the MDG’s until 
we began the 10-week se-
ries of bulletin inserts con-
cerning them on January 7. 
(I commend these inserts to 
you!) As I said to the congre-
gation at the 10:30 Service 
that morning, the 2003 Gen-
eral Convention of the Epis-
copal Church endorsed 
these goals, which seek, 
among other things, to eradi-
cate extreme poverty and 

(Continued on page 12) 



Sunday Readings During 

February 

  1 Brigid, 523 
  2 The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ in the Temple 
  3 Anskar, Archbishop of Hamurg, Mis-

sionary to Denmark and Sweden, 
865 

  5 The Martyrs of Japan, 1597 
13 Absalom Jones, Priest, 1818 
14 Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, Bishop, 

Missionaries to the Slavs, 869, 885 
15 Thomas Bray, Priest and Missionary, 

1730 
17 Janani Luwum, Archbishop of 

Uganda and Martyr, 1977 
23 Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr of 

Smyrna, 156 
24 St. Matthias the Apostle 
27 George Herbert, Priest, 1633 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scrip-
tures to be written for our learning: Grant us 
so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that we may embrace 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life, which you have given us in 
our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Celebration of Saints  
During February  

February 4 
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany  

Isaiah 6:1-8, [9-13] 
Psalm 138 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Luke 5:1-11 

 

February 11 
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany  

Jeremiah 17:5-10 
1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Luke 6:17-26 

Psalm 1 
 

February 18 
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany  

Exodus 34:29-35 
Psalm 99 

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
Luke 9:28-36, [37-43a] 

 

February 25 
The First Sunday in Lent  

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
Romans 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13 

Almighty God, you have knit together 
your elect in one communion and fellow-
ship in the mystical body of your Son 
Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to fol-
low your blessed saints in all virtuous and 
godly living, that we may come to those 
ineffable joys that you have prepared for 
those who truly love you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who with you and the 
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in 
glory everlasting. Amen.  

Birthdays 
   1 Jenna Heffner 
  2 Jane Frey 
 Mike Jendzeizyk 
  3 Allison Vail 
  5 Leah Ferriby 
 Mark Heimbach 
  6 Blaise McArdle 
  7 Christopher Squires 
 William Harding 
  9 Heather Lawrence 
11 Kathy Butler 
 Cathi Pickel 
12 Patricia Hauze 
 Robert Hornyak 
 Alexandria Smith 
14 Robert Lawrence, Sr. 
 Logan Vitalos 
15 Carole Gorney Bryant 
 Linda Norman 

16 James Caskey 
17 Nicholas Smith 
18 Caroline Vail 
 Barbara Beck 
19 Foster Leonhardt 
20 Susan Ditterline 
 Allison Gee 
 Wendy Gulya 
24 Eugene Propsner 
 Jack Norman 
25 John Miller 
27 Joanna Majczan 
 Patti Smith Fanning 
28 Jeff Coke 
29 Freddie Washco 
 
Anniversaries 
  5 Hattye & Kenneth Magee 
  7 Jan & Flex Illick 
 Angeline & Robert Ruch 

Here are the names of 
Trinity people who have 
health problems or 
personal problems and 
who wish to be remem-
bered in our prayers. If 
you or a loved one has 
health problems or 
other problems, and if 
you would like the 
prayerful help of Trinity 
friends, you are invited 
to add your name to the 
list. Please contact the 
office, 610-867-4741. 

Al Barr 
Bud Barr 
Larry Boyer 
Jane Breininger 
Leslie Buchter 
Dorothy Comegys 
LTC Tom Constantino 
COL Kenny Cox 
Sara Creech 
James Devaney 
Janet Devaney 
Kathryn DiPietro 
Karen Duh 
Twila Evans 
Claude Fevrier 
Kathe Ginther 
Wayne Ginther 
Al Giordano 
Bill Greenwood 

Jon Harrington 
Nancy Hofmann 
Eileen Kessler  
Major Joe Kemmer 
Fr. Joe Leo 
Deb Lippincott 
Robert Lukens 
Fr. Mac 
Caz Matuczinski Family  
Richard McKeen 
Vicki McPeak 
Elizabeth Miller 
Margorie Miller Bergey 
Janet Morris 
Katie Moser family 
Sgt Rob Norman USMC 
Joe Palmeri 
Matthew Post 
Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril 

The Prayer List 
Trinity is a praying church.  We love to pray 

for people...and we keep on praying for 

them.  But sometimes, people get "parked" 

on the parish prayer list.  The policy is to put 

people on the Prayers of the People list and 

to read their names for two weeks in a row, UNLESS you 

ask us to keep them on.  They will also be put on the 

prayer list in the Bulletin.  We keep them on the Bulletin 

list for two months, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on.  

We are very happy to keep people on either or both lists, 

but please do tell us.  Call the office or give a note to one 

of the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 

Sean Romeril 
Winnie Romeril 
Captain Adam Saw-

yer 
Joan Sheldrake 
Jim Siftar 
Edna Sweet 
Dennis Taylor 
Lucille A. Talijan 
Pat Talijan 
Jackie Tompkins 
Mackenzie Updyke 
Edith Wilson 
Ellen Wolfe 
Jeremy Wolfe 
Alice 
David 
Linda 
Tony  
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Dear Friends, 

The Annual Meeting is a 
good time to remember 
where we were, and assess 
where we, as a parish, are 
now, as we find ourselves in 
the midst of searching for a 
new rector. It is an opportu-
nity to look forward to exciting 
new beginnings. 

Father Nick’s leaving has left 
a void for many of us. His ex-
cellent preaching and techno-
logical expertise have been 
missed. 

Trinity is blessed by having 
several retired priests who 
consider this their church 
home. When Mother Laura 
asked, they responded by 
contributing their time and 
talent to us. A special thanks 
to them, to Mother Laura, and 
to Deacon Liz, for their self-
sacrificing service to Trinity.  
Father Dick Ditterline recently 
returned to Trinity as our In-
terim priest. It is wonderful to 
have him here with us, and I 
know you share my gratitude 
to him. 

Thanks to all who contributed 
their time and talent to the 
production of the Trinity Pro-
file, and to all of you who re-
sponded to the parish survey. 
This input helped the Profile 
Committee compile a docu-
ment that truly represents this 
congregation. As Bob Ro-
meril, head of the Search 
Committee, said, this docu-
ment is our resume – it is 
how we represent ourselves 
to find the best new rector for 
Trinity. With the completion of 
the profile, and thus the Pe-
riod of Self Study, we move 

on to the Period of the 
Search. 

The Search Committee has 
been appointed by the Vestry 
and shall be meeting soon. 
The members of the commit-
tee are:  Bob Romeril (Chair), 
Bob Lukens, Siobhan Ardiz-
zone, Ken Tarby, Marcie 
Lightwood, Karen Ernst, Bill 
Vitalos, Ken Magee, Jack 
Vickrey, Andy McIntosh, Jen-
nifer Bradley and George 
Kondash. Please note that 
while the members of this 
committee are known to the 
congregation, the process 
and proceedings of the com-
mittee are very confidential. It 
is their job to recommend to 
the Vestry the priest to be 
called as the next rector for 
Trinity. Please keep them, 
and their work, surrounded by 
prayer. 

T he Annua l 
Meeting means it 
is time to thank 
out-going Vestry 
members as we 
welcome new 
ones. If we were 
not between rectors, I would 
be one of the retiring Vestry 
members. However, Canon 
Law states that the Vestry 
(Senior) Warden remains un-
til a new rector is called and 
for some time following. 
Through the search process I 
remain the Ecclesiastical Au-
thority of Trinity. 

I am very pleased to be part 
of Trinity at this time. I feel 
the excitement of new people 
and ministries. We have a 
thriving Children’s Ministry 
under the able leadership of 

Ellyn Siftar. Teachers and 
students alike are enjoying 
Godly Play, and new parish-
ioners have stepped forward 
to work with the older chil-
dren. Pete Lega is to be com-
mended for taking over the 
Children’s Choir after Mary 
Schatkowski retired following 
many years of faithful service. 
The Adult Choir is also in 
transition with Lorenz May-
cher’s leaving a month ago. 
He brought the music pro-
gram to new heights and is 
missed by all who had the 
privilege of working with him 
or listening to him. The Or-
ganist Search Committee, 
under the direction of Ed 
Schatkowski, has been work-
ing diligently to identify a new 
Director of Music. Peg 
McLaughlin, our longtime As-
sociate for Finance, recently 

retired to spend 
time with her 
family. She will 
be missed by all 
of the church 
staff.  Karen 
Ernst has done, 
and continues to 
do, an extraordi-

nary amount of work on 
church finances. 

The position of Senior, or 
Vestry, Warden is at times 
overwhelming during transi-
tion. I appreciate your kind 
words, prayers and ongoing 
support. 

In this period of transition, it is 
very apparent that the mis-
sion of Trinity Church contin-
ues in full. Thanks to God for 
all of you who carry on this 
work. Good Things are Hap-
pening at Trinity! 

From the Senior Warden 

“Good Things  

are Happening 

 at Trinity!” 
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Once again, pray-ers at Trinity, 
will be joining with the Interna-
tional Prayer for Peace effort, to 
be held on Sunday, March 18. 
Initially sponsored by Benedic-
tines around the world, we par-
ticipated last year, and joined 
thousands to help achieve the 

goal of people praying for peace in almost all the world’s time 
zones. While the Prayer for Peace began in a Christian context, 
we all know that for peace to reign, all the world’s peoples must 
Pray for Peace. To that end, an alternate, interfaith version of the 
Prayer has been written. This year, our prayers and actions are 
even more urgent. 

Read more about the Prayer for Peace Day at http://
praying4peace.org. If you would like to become one of the official 
pray-ers, and help represent our time zone, please let me know 
or send me an email: laura@trinitybeth.org. 

Please join me and brothers and sisters around the world in 
Praying for Peace on March 18—and every day. Let us pray: 

“God, we come to you with our arms outstretched, in praise, 
thanksgiving and petition. Please consecrate our plea for 
peace and make it Holy:  Bless the hungry with Your Har-
vest, and the homeless with Your Shelter. Bless the op-
pressed with Your Freedom, and those who are desperate 
with Your Hope. Bless us all with tolerance for our neighbor 
and relief from the corrupt.  Bless those who are hungry of 
soul and spirit; let them lean on you, and know Your Guid-
ance and Your Love.  And please heal the woundedness in 
our world. 

“Let us go beyond our earthly limitations, forgive those who 
tear down our buildings and kill our loved ones. If we have 
thwarted peace, let us restore it, and welcome others with a 
smile. 

“We pray for our nations’ leaders to bring us balance, order 
and justice.  Make our determination strong; fill us with re-
solve to withstand evil. Lord, we pray for our own inner 
peace; let us reach out to you for Your Comfort. Touch us. 
Heal us. 

“And Lord, please protect those who protect us. And may 
the mighty arm of the Archangel Michael, Your Defender, 
stay the hand of evil. And finally, God, as Your Son taught 
us to love our enemies, bless them as well. Jesus, heal our 
woundedness. Holy Spirit, soften our hearts with the Hidden 
Light of Your Love.  

In the Name of Jesus, we pray.   Amen.  

From Mother Laura…... 

“Let there be peace 
on earth… 

…and let it begin at 
Trinity.” 

Thomas Merton  
in Adult Forum 
February/March 

 

Feb. 4  Who was Thomas 
Merton? 

 

Feb. 11  Merton and the 
Contemplative Life 

 

Feb. 25  Merton and the 
Active Life: the Social 
Movements of the ‘60s 

 

March 4  Merton and  
Inter-religious  
Dialogue 

 

Trappist monk Thomas 
Merton one of the most 
significant spiritual leaders 
of the twentieth century. In 
this series, Moravian Col-
lege Professor of Religion 
Donald St. John introduces 
us to a prolific writer who 
has had a profound influ-
ence by bringing contem-
plation to people outside 
the cloister.  He promoted 
ecumenical and inter-faith 
dialogue--particularly be-
tween Eastern and West-
ern faiths.  He modeled a 
life that was both spiritually 
deep and politically active 
in his participation in Civil 
Rights, Non-violence and 
Eco logy movements.  
From behind the monas-
tery walls, Merton chal-
lenged the Church, politi-
cians, artists and writers of 
all kinds, and ordinary peo-
ple to recognize that life in 
God does not exempt one 
from responsibility for the 
life of the world. 
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Trinity’s Nativity and Epiphany Displays 
 

The Nativity crèche, or display, is titled “Adoration of the Shepherds” and is based 
on St. Luke’s account of Jesus’ birth. It is one of a pair. The other display is of Je-
sus as a toddler and accords with wording in St. Matthew’s Gospel that the Wise 
Men, or Magi, “came into the house”, quite possibly Mary’s and Joseph’s home 
rather than a stable. Matthew says the visit occurred “after” Jesus birth but does 
not comment how long “after.” An ancient tradition holds that it was about two 
years. 

These two settings were one of six pairs of such scenes individually crafted be-
tween 1916 and 1918 by an American sculptor named Day. He and two assis-
tants, whose last names were Lawson and Saussy, signed and dated the settings. 
The figures were sculpted, individually and professionally, in plaster of Paris on 
wire armatures. A careful computer search has turned up two or three sculptors 
named Day who were active at about that time but since this Day did not sign his 
first name or initial it is not possible to identify him positively. 

Despite the high quality of the figures, by the late 1980’s they had suffered sub-
stantial damage. In addition, the two platforms had been made cheaply and had 
disintegrated. In 1991 the figures were restored professionally. The wood bases 
for new platforms were constructed as a practice project by students of the Bethle-
hem Area Vocational School and were modeled and painted by a parishioner/
artist. A number of parishioners contributed to the cost of restoration. 

Because the plaster of Paris has dried out over the past 90 years the figures are 
very brittle. Every year some relatively minor repair work must be done. But during 
the Epiphany season in 2006 the figure of the toddler Jesus was apparently picked 
up and dropped. His left arm, raised in blessing over the Magi, was completely 
severed from the body and broke into multiple fragments. A third of his halo was 
broken off. Both legs were fractured 
but did not separate from the body 
because the wire armature kept 
them in place.  

We urge parishioners not to handle 
the figures and to be especially 
careful that young children do not 
do so. Also, long time custodians of 
the two settings, Bill Harding and 
Marius Bressoud, seek help putting 
up the two settings and returning 
them to storage when the Christ-
mas and Epiphany seasons end. 

From the  
Decorating Committee 
 

The decorating Committee 
wishes to thank all parishioners 
who helped transform the 
church decorations from season to season 
during Advent, Christmas and Epiphany…
especially the monumental task of deco-
rating the church for Christmas Eve after 
the Advent IV service on Sunday.  Your 
help was greatly appreciated. 
 

--Jack Norman 
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Isaiah 62:1-5 
Psalm 36:5-10 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

At one time or other, most of us—except the very youngest kids—have had to plan a party or 
event. Whether it is a giant corporate conference, a church luncheon, or a birthday party, you will 
all remember the need for planning and for organizing dozens of details. You will also remember 
the worry about getting everything right. And the awful feeling when something unexpected hap-
pens: the guests don’t arrive on time or the food doesn’t pan out. Or, worse yet, you run out of the 
main dish or dessert. 

Today’s Gospel story of the wedding feast at Cana describes exactly such a situation. Jesus, his 
friends, and his mother had been invited. Mary obviously was a practiced party-giver, because she 
noticed that the wine had run out.  What happens when you are giving an important party and 
something goes disastrously wrong? Exactly! It reflects badly on the host or hostess of the party. 
In the case of a Middle Eastern wedding party, it would reflect badly not just on them, but also on 
the entire family. The result would be a significant loss of face. A botched wedding party could also 
cause friction among the inlaws, who might feel slighted. Weddings are where two groups begin to 
negotiate becoming family, and this was even more true in Jesus’ time, with large extended family 
networks. 

So Mary wasn’t just being a busy body by telling Jesus that the wine had run out. She was asking 
him to intervene so everyone could continue to be happy and the peace would be kept. 

Jesus says to her, "Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come." 
Sometimes people interpret Jesus’ response to her as slightly rude. But the title Woman in the lan-
guage of the day is actually respectful, more like “Madame”. “Madame, is that our concern?” He is 
asking her in what way he should be involved. And he comments, that it’s not yet time for him to 
reveal himself. However, Mary now knows that he will help out and orders the servants, “Do what-
ever he tells you to.” And they fill empty jars with water, which turn into the very best wine. 

I am grateful that this passage has come up in the lectionary. It is particularly helpful for us at Trin-
ity, as we continue with our searches for rector and music director. Let me raise a few points for 
you. 

Note that the events that we are studying take place at a happy celebration. It’s a wedding party, 
not a wake. A new beginning for people and for their community. And in the process of celebrating, 
they have emptied out all the containers of wine. Fr. Nick and Lorenz left us to take new positions 
during a good time for the parish. As a matter of fact, not long before he moved, Lorenz said to me 
that Trinity was in a good place to evaluate its programs and consider what it wanted to do next. 
Very insightful! 

Trinity grew much and changed much in the almost 8 years Fr. Nick was with us. Even if he had 
not been called to Phoenix, it would have been time to step back a bit, take some parish retreat 
time and evaluate. Every parish needs to do this at 7 or 8 year intervals. Otherwise, had we contin-
ued growing and working without reflection time, we might have found ourselves out of touch with 
ourselves and the community around us. Our wine jars might have been empty with nothing to 
give to those who are part of our parish and community. 

Emptying jars is good—it is what we are supposed to do. We are supposed to dip out the good 
wine from our jars and share it. Wine simply left sitting in jars doesn’t do anyone any good—as a 

(Continued on page 11) 

NEW WINE:  
A SERMON FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

from Mother Laura 



THE  TRINITY  C HURCH NEWSLETTER  P AGE  7  

Shot Clinic for Animals Begins at Trinity  
Saturday, February 17th, 2007, from 10 AM to 2 PM, marks the first of 
quarterly animal shot clinics that will take place at Trinity. The services 
will be provided by the Northampton County SPCA and the clinic will 
take place in the lower level, with participants entering the building at 
the side door next to the parking lot. The clinic is open to the community 
and shots will be provided at a low cost. 

Christmas Stockings full of treats and toys were distributed at the Soup Kitchen Christmas 
Party to the guests who were pet owners. Additional stockings were given to residents at 
the Bartholemew House, a subsidized apartment building for senior citizens. 

As of December 2006, the Animal Food Bank had distributed over 1,200 pet food assis-
tance packages thanks to the support of members of Trinity, along with individuals from 
the community and a number of businesses as well. 

The DAD’s pet food UPC label campaign has now begun. DAD’s will donate money to The 
Animal Food Bank for UPC labels (the bar code on the package) sent in from Trinity.  If 
you use DAD’s pet foods, please clip your UPC labels and leave them in the mailbox 
marked Vanessa Segaline. 

If you have any questions, please contact either Vanessa or Margie Segaline at (610)838-
5183. 

Thank you, 
Vanessa Segaline 

I am happy to report some exciting news. 
We have secured from the VA’s Homeless 
Provider Program a grant for $363,025 to 
allow the organization to build an addition. 
This will enable us to care for 7 to 10 addi-
tional clients daily. In addition it will provide 
for additional space for bathrooms, com-
munal living areas, a meeting/training cen-
ter and a modernized Health Care Clinic. 
The grant covers 65% of the overall costs, 
estimated at $600,000. We are in the proc-
ess of raising the additional monies. We 
broke ground this fall and are looking for-
ward to moving in this spring. Through this 
process we hope to provide for an increas-
ing population in homeless men. 

As you are aware, we provide more than 
shelter and food. Our programs aim at 
teaching self-sufficiency, ie: to acquire 
shills needed to survive independently. I 
am pleased to report 78% remained drug 

and alcohol free while at the shelter, 70% 
received drug and alcohol services, 73% 
found suitable housing, 76% secured 
employment and 100% attendance at 
Life Skills Training program. This is a 
very high rate for this kind of program 
and something the staff should be proud 
of attaining. 

Again, I want to thank all of you who help 
make our clients’ Christmas so special. 
You might be interested to know most of 
the money I received went for gift certifi-
cates at PayLess. This allows the client 
to chose something they like as well as 
learning to deal with a financial situation. 
Keep us in your thoughts and prayers as 
we strive to help men less fortunate than 
we return to society equipped with the 
necessary skills. 

Sally McIntosh 
Trinity’s representative to Victory House 

VICTORY HOUSE ANNUAL REPORT  



An Autobiography of 

St. Brigid of Ireland 
I’d like to introduce myself to you and tell you a little bit about myself.  I’m 
known as St. Brigid of Ireland.  I’m not really sure if I existed as the specific 
historical figure that has been handed down to you in legend, but I do know 
that my spirit exists and has been manifest in many people throughout all 
generations. The numerous accounts of my life include many miracles and 
anecdotes deeply intertwined with pagan Irish folklore. Nevertheless, these 
accounts taken together may give you a strong impression of my character 
and my importance to countless generations of Celtic women and men. 

I’m most commonly known as St. Brigid of Ireland, but some call me St. Brigid 
of Kildare, Bride, Bride of the Isles, Bridget, Brigit, or Ffraid, and my feast day 
is celebrated on February 1st. As a real, historical person, most people be-
lieve that I was born soon after Christianity was introduced in Ireland in 453 at 

Faughart, County Louth, Ireland, and that I died of natural causes in the year 523 at Kildare, Ireland. 
I was buried in Downpatrick, Ireland with Saints Patrick and Columba. In 1283, three knights took my 
head with them on a journey to the Holy Land. They died in Lumier (near Lisbon), Portugal, where 
the church now enshrines my head in a special chapel. 

Some scholars say that my father was a pagan king and my mother was one of his slaves. My 
mother and I both knew St. Patrick. They say that even as a child I was generous and compassion-
ate, especially to the poor and hungry. At times I even gave the clothes off my back to the needy. I 
also tended to give away my father’s possessions. My father and his wife were less than tolerant of 
this behavior, and together they sought ways to make me someone else’s responsibility. 

One day Dubhthach, my father, took me in a chariot to the King of Leinster to see if he could strike a 
deal to make me a member of the King’s court. While left outside in the chariot, a leper approached 
me, seeking alms. Without hesitation, I gave him my father's sword, an item of great value. In the 
warlike province of Leinster, this says more than words can capture about my system of values. 
Needless to say, these values did not correspond with my father's, and he was furious when he dis-
covered my action. Fortunately for me, the King of Leinster was present as Dubhthach began to 
chastise me, and he checked Dubhthach’s rage, saying: "Leave her alone, for her merit before God 
is greater than ours." Thus I returned home, and through this incident of being praised by the king 
was also delivered from bondage. In time, Dubhthach tried to arrange a marriage for me (another 
way of making me someone else’s responsibility), but I wasn’t interested. Instead, I consecrated my-
self to God, choosing a life of virginity, dedication to God and service to the poor. 

At a young age I embraced Christianity and was consecrated a nun by Bishop Mel, a pupil of Pat-
rick’s, around the year 468 (I would have been about 15 years old). My consecration was quite an 
event and Bishop Mel became confused. I had chosen to stand in the back of the line of young 
women to be consecrated that day. However, as the ceremony began, the Holy Spirit appeared as a 
pillar of smoke over my head. When Bishop Mel saw this, he called me to the front of the line to be 
the first one consecrated, and in his excitement, used the form of consecration of a Bishop rather 
than a nun. When those in attendance protested, he said that he was convinced that it happened 
according to the will of God and insisted that the consecration should stand. And that is how I, a 
young woman, became a Bishop. 

Seven other young women were drawn with me towards Christian ministry and we founded a con-
vent on the site of a druid shrine.  We adapted some of the Druid rituals and gave them a new Chris-
tian meaning. We named our convent Kildare after the sacred oak of the druids and allowed their 
custom of keeping an eternal flame burning. But, we called it the flame of the Gospel. 
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I served as abbess of the Monastery of Kildare, which was a double monastery for both men and 
women. Over time, Kildare became known throughout Europe as a respected center for learn-
ing, around which a cathedral city formed. I eventually added a school of art, which produced 
magnificent illuminated manuscripts. The Book of Kildare has been praised as the finest in Ire-
land. 

Several miracles are attributed to me. As a child, I made my cows give milk three times a day, 
and I once changed bathwater into beer for a thirsty visitor. 

I am usually portrayed in art with a cow lying at my feet, or holding a cross and casting out the 
devil. My emblem is a lighted lamp or candle. At times I may be shown with a flame over me; 
with geese near me; next to a barn; letting wax from a taper fall upon my arm; or restoring a 
man's hand. I am the patron saint of poets, scholars, dairymaids, blacksmiths, healers, cattle, 
fugitives, Irish nuns, midwives, and new-born babies. 

I am sometimes called “the Mary of the Gael”, and hundreds of places are named for me 
throughout Ireland, where I am greatly venerated. 

I can’t end the story of my life without mentioning the St. Brigid’s Cross, which is one of the tradi-
tional rituals in Ireland to celebrate the beginning of early spring, February 1. The crosses are 
made of rushes that are pulled rather than cut. They are hung by the door and in the rafters to 
protect the house from fire and evil. 

I am linked with this cross by the story that I wove this form of cross at the death bed of either 
my father or a pagan lord, who upon hearing what the cross meant, asked to be baptized. One 
version of the story is that a pagan chieftain from the neighborhood of Kildare was dying. Chris-
tians in his household sent for me to talk to him about Christ. When I arrived the chieftain was 
raving. As it was impossible to instruct this delirious man, hopes for his conversion seemed 
doubtful. I sat down at his bedside and began consoling him. As was customary, the dirt floor 
was strewn with rushes both for warmth and cleanliness. I stooped down and started to weave 
them into a cross, fastening the points together. (Actually the cross is believed to have been car-
ried over from pre-Christian times, associated with the start of spring, the time when the ground 
can first be prepared and lambs are born.) But, when the sick man asked what I was doing. I be-
gan to explain the cross of Christ, and his delirium quieted and he questioned me with growing 
interest. Through my weaving, he converted and was baptized at the point of death. Since then 
the cross of rushes has been venerated in Ireland. 

Perhaps you or someone you know would benefit from 
some tranquil time to renew his or her relationship with 
God. While it might not be feasible for you to retreat to a 
monastery, there are numerous opportunities for retreats 
and quiet reflection time provided in your area. I urge you to 
find one and take the time to renew your relationship with 
God. And, I would love to talk to you directly….all you must 
do is ask. 
“I would like the angels of Heaven to be among us. I would like an 
abundance of peace. I would like full vessels of charity. I would 
like rich treasures of mercy. I would like cheerfulness to preside 
over all. I would like Jesus to be present. I would like the three 
Marys of illustrious renown to be with us. I would like the friends 
of Heaven to be gathered around us from all parts. I would like 
myself to be a rent payer to the Lord; that I should suffer distress, 
that he would bestow a good blessing upon me. I would like a 
great lake of beer for the King of Kings. I would like to be watch-
ing Heaven's family drinking it through all eternity.”  

--Saint Brigid 
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We continue to provide free prayer beads at 
Trinity, at Diocesan functions and special re-
quests.   
 

Our group also works closely with Pastoral 
Care and the Health Ministry at Trinity, provid-
ing prayer beads to those in our parish where 
the need is greatest.  In addition, we continue 
to make appropriate chaplets and pray for vari-
ous ministries of our congregation. 
 

The second printing of our booklet (1,000 cop-
ies per printing), “Prayers in Hand” that con-
tains well over 45 prayers is being distributed. 
 

All of this work is done through donations and 
contributions.  We are always ready to accept 
whatever help anyone can provide.  We are 
looking for people to join us in our monthly 
meetings (the 3rd Wednesday of every month, 
beginning with a shared meal at 6:00 pm).  We 
are also pleased to receive beads and crosses 
to be recycled into prayer beads (these are 
sometimes available at flea markets and ga-
rage sales, or in attics).  If there is anyone who 
would like to donate time and or talents, 
please talk to Mother Laura or Gaby Whittier. 

2007 ANNUAL REPORT OF  
THE ALTAR GUILD 

Barbara Subber, Chair 
 

This has been another busy year for Trinity’s 
Altar Guild, whose members have faithfully set 
the altar and decorated the church for all Sat-
urday and Sunday services as well as holi-
days, baptisms, weddings, and funerals. 
Thank you to all of you for your dedicated ser-
vice. 
 

We are delighted to welcome four new mem-
bers to the Guild: Loretta Brobst, Ann Mickus, 
Lynn Norman and Ann Szmania. 
 

A special thank you to Gloria Tarby and 
Mother Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril who, with 
their skills as needlewomen, are repairing a 
number of altar hangings and clergy vest-
ments. 
 

Also this past year we have been able to order 
another special Easter altar set of linens with a 
contribution from Father Cliff Carr, in memory 
of Fred Avila. Thank you also to two parishion-
ers who contributed new white stoles for the 
clergy: Barbara Gerra, who donated one in 
memory of her mother, and Twila Evans. 
 

We welcome new members, men as well as 
women.  Please consider joining us. 

Soup Kitchen Volunteer Opportunity  
The soup kitchen is in need of volunteers for 
the clean up crew. This crew is made up of 
folks with time to volunteer from 1:00 until 2:00 
on a weekday. The kitchen crew that comes in 
between 8:00 and 9:00 a.m. is running out of 
steam by the end of serving time at 1:00 and 
mustering up the energy required to run the 
sweeper, wipe tables and chairs, gather up 
and wipe salt and pepper shakers, mop floors, 
etc. is more that they have to give. So, if this is 
something you'd like to help with, PLEASE! 
call Liz. 

Thank you for your consideration! 

Annual Report of the 
PRAYER BEAD MINISTRY 

Gabriele Whittier, Facilitator  

The prayer beaders continue to meet monthly, 
for fellowship, to make prayer beads, prepare 
kits and workshop materials and to pray. 

A workshops was presented this year at St 
Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Wheeling, WV. 
We have also had several requests to hold 
workshops of several Lutheran groups in our 
area during the next few months, and are try-
ing to get them scheduled. Due to time and 
resource constraints, we find that we must limit 
our workshops. 
 

At the request of the Bishop of Swaziland we 
made over 2,000 prayer beads for the AIDS 
Hospice workers in his Diocese and we anx-
iously await word that the shipping container 
planned by our Outreach Committee will be 
available soon to get the prayer beads to their 
final destination.   

Library Request 
Trinity’s library is in need of an 
up-to-date dictionary. We would 
like a hardcover copy of the lat-
est edition of either: The Ameri-
can Heritage Dictionary of the The English 
Language (2000) or The New Oxford Ameri-
can Dictionary (2001). Please contact Suz-
anne Boundy if you would like to donate one.  
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matter of fact, it turns to vinegar and has to be dumped out. But empty jars do not fill themselves 
magically and they don’t fill themselves instantly. Once the jars are empty, it is up to us to ask that 
they be filled again, and then to take the time and to do the work to fill them. 

I believe that this is where we are now.  We have completed our survey where you all gave some 
thought to where the parish has been and where you would like to see it go. You do not agree 
about everything—but why should you? You’re not clones.  Some people like white wine, some red, 
some would rather have grape juice or milk. There is room for all of these good things at Trinity. We 
are about to complete the parish profile, in which we review our history and evaluate who we are 
within the larger community. Soon a search committee will be formed and will begin its demanding 
work. More work at filling jars. 

At some point, we may get tired of waiting for this long, deliberate process of self-study and search.  
I have confessed to you before: Patience may be a virtue, but it’s not one of mine. So sometimes I 
get antsy, too. Apparently even Mary did sometimes. She was anxious that the party not be spoiled 
and wanted Jesus to fix it right away. But notice what Jesus had to say to his mom, “Hey, slow 
down. It’s not time yet.” Things happen in the time that God sets up, not on our schedule. It takes 
time to dig deep into our roots and see where God is leading us now. 

After Jesus told his mother to slow down, what happened next? She said, “Do whatever he tells you 
to do.” This is the key to the entire text, and, I think, our marching orders. The servants knew Jesus 
only as one of the wedding guests. Why should they fill the empty jars with water on his say-so? 
Why should they listen to this pushy guest and take what they thought was water to the steward? 
And why should the steward taste water brought to him by servants? If anyone at any point had 
failed to obey Jesus, there would have been an end to the party. No one would have known he was 
offering wonderful wine. 

Our job throughout our entire lives is “Do whatever he tells you to do.” Especially now, during this 
time of transition, with every word we write, with every meeting we attend, with every committee we 
create, with every decision we make, we should be dedicated to doing whatever Jesus tells us to. 

How do we know what Jesus is telling us to do? The answer will be different for each one of us. 
One thing I promise you: Jesus NEVER tells us to sit on our hands. Jesus tells us to listen, to pray, 
to study, to follow, to feed the sheep, to love justice, to care for the oppressed. Jesus never says lie 
back and relax and let other people do the work for you. 

Many of you completed surveys, and hurray for you! However, most of you will not be on the search 
committees that call a new rector and a new organist. Does that mean that you are exempt from 
Mary’s order, “Do whatever he tells you to”?  Does that mean that Jesus is speaking to someone 
else when he says, “Fill the jars with water”? Not at all. Jesus speaks to all the servants—and that 
means each one of us without exception. In the letter to the Corinthians, St. Paul notes that “To 
each person is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”  Every one of us has a 
gift and every one of us is called to use it on behalf of us all. Every one of us has a part to play dur-
ing this time. It is a crucial job to pray for the people working directly on the search, to pray for the 
new leaders whom God will bring to us. In addition, we are all called to continue the work of the 
church. 

And if we do what Jesus tells us to, what will be the result? Take a look back at the text. Following 
the work of filling the jars, Jesus’ blessing changed plain ordinary water into the very best wine—
better than the first that was served. And presumably the party continued on even more happily 
than before. 

Change is difficult and keeping the church growing and moving is hard work that involves us all. But 
if we continue to do what Christ tells us to, Jesus will bless us. And the new future which will be cre-
ated—the new wine—will be even better than the old one.  Amen. 

(New Wine: Continued from page 6) 
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hunger by the year 2015. You 
can see the list of the 8 goals 
elsewhere in this newsletter, 
where we have copied a hand-
out from Episcopal Relief and 
Development. The 2006 Gen-
eral Convention last June 
again endorsed the MDG’s, 
and pledged to provide major 
support in the effort. Our new 
Presiding Bishop, the Most 
Rev. Dr. Katharine Jefferts 
Schori, has placed major em-
phasis upon achieving the 
MDG’s. In her address at her 
Investiture at the National Ca-
thedral on November 4, she 
said, “The Millenium Develop-
ment Goals give us an image, 
an icon or a lens for how we 
can build the reign of God in 
our own day. They’re achiev-
able.” It’s interesting that 
Bishop Jefferts Schori’s term 
ends in 2015, the target year 
for reaching the MDG’s! 
 

Now we may think sometimes 
that we are doing enough. Cer-
tainly the various efforts al-
ready in progress here at Trin-
ity and in the Diocese of Beth-
lehem are commendable. And 
we hear about foreign aid com-
ing out of Washington. On 
January 16 I attended a work-
shop on the MDG’s in the Dio-
cese of PA led by a priest who 
worked as an econo-mist for 
10 years before seeking ordi-
nation. Part of his job was to 
help develop the MDG’s in the 
90’s. The following are a FEW 
of the statistics which he 
shared: 
 

According to polls, most Ameri-
cans think that the USA gives 
25% of the federal budget for 
foreign development; the ac-
tual amount is 1%. The median 

(MDG’s Continued from page 1) response in the U.S. to how 
much more  we should give is 
10% -- and that’s with most 
folks thinking that we already 
give 25%! The number of peo-
ple who die throughout the 
world due to extreme poverty 
and preventable diseases are 
40,000 per day, or about 
16,000,000 per year. 
11,000,000 of those are chil-
dren under the age of five. To 
try to get our minds around 
that, consider if the total popu-
lations of our 4 largest cities 
(NYC, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
& Houston) were to die this 
year. And the 
number of kids 
under 5 who die 
each day  is ten 
times the num-
ber of people 
who died in the 
9/11tragedy. 
Twenty-one poor 
countries suf-
fered economic 
decline in the 
1990’s (4 de-
clined during the 
1980’s), while 
the richer coun-
tries got richer. 
These same 
richer nations 
are the largest 
contributors to 
environmental 
degradation; out 
of 24 billion tons 
of harmful emis-
sions annually, 
more than 5 bil-
lion tons come 
from the U.S. 
 

ANNOUNCING 
A LENTEN 
PROGRAM AT 
TRINITY: 
Suffice it to say 

that the challenges are great. 
But the opportunities and pos-
sibilities are even greater! 
There are MANY success sto-
ries, including those at Trinity 
and DioBeth. I invite you to join 
me after Coffee Hour on 4 
Sundays in Lent to take a look 
together at what works and 
what doesn’t seem to work; 
what we can do as individuals, 
and as a parish community; 
what some of the specific pro-
jects are that have helped 
other parishes and groups to 
focus their efforts; how we 

(Continued on page 14) 



THE  TRINITY  C HURCH NEWSLETTER  P AGE  13  

Tolkien's Silmarillion  
in March and April 

On Wednesdays in March and April, 
Mo. Laura's Bonaventure Group will 
read and discuss J.R.R. Tolkien's The 
Silmarillion.   

Those who have read and loved 
Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings will 
recall how often, in that wonderful 
tale, stories about the very long past 
are alluded to. Tolkien's son Christo-
pher writes in his Foreword to The 
Silmarillion that it is "an account of the 
Elder Days, or the First Age of the 
World. In The Lord of the Rings were 
narrated the great events at the end 
of the Third Age; but the tales of The 
Silmarillion are legends deriving from 
a much deeper past, when Morgoth, 
the first Dark Lord, dwelt in Middle 
Earth, and the High Elves made war 
upon him for the recovery of the Sil-
marils." The Silmarils were three great 
jewels - "even in the darkness of the 
deepest treasury the Silmarils of their 
own radiance shone like the stars of 
Varda; and yet, as were they indeed 
living things, they rejoiced in light and 
received it and gave it back in hues 
more marvellous than before."  

The tales in The Silmarillion - of 
Beren and Luthien, of Turin Turam-
bar, of the great island of Numenor - 
are as wonderful as those of The Lord 
of the Rings. As wonderful, and as 
wonderfully told, but to very different 
outcomes. There are no comforting, if 
tearful, endings ("'Well, I'm back,' he 
said"). For "Doom is darker and 
deeper than any sea-dingle." But, as 
Dr. Johnson said, claret is for boys, 
but port is for men. 

Jack Vickrey will lead the discussions. 

The classes will be March 21, 28, 
April 11, 18 beginning at 6:00 in the 
Parish Hall. The book will be available 
from Mo. Laura. Please let her know if 
you plan to attend, so she can order 
enough books. 

From the  
Director of Christian Education 
Often January can be a time of lethargy as the excitement of 
the holidays dies away and the credit card bills arrive. So far, 
this New Year is all about energy and forward-thinking! Al-
ready this year we have seen several new ventures. 

The Committee for Children and Youth had its very first meet-
ing. About a dozen wonderful folks filled the library to capac-
ity. We spent most of our time together discussing what we 
would like to see in place for our youth and young adults. We 
exchanged ideas and made some tentative plans for the next 
year. We will meet again on February 11th in the library follow-
ing the 10:30 service. 

Demery Bader-Saye, the youth missioner for the Diocese of 
Bethlehem, spoke at our forum on January 21st. Demery is an 
active Episcopal priest who is involved in the emerging 
church movement, a mother of three, and has been working 
with youth groups since college. Her experience with both 
youth and parents was evident in her dynamic presentation 
as she gave an overview of all the programs that the Diocese 
offers the teens and young adults in our area, such as Hap-
pening, Christophany and the Bishop’s Day with Youth. Not 
only does the Diocese host local events, they also are in-
volved in the facilitating the Diocesan Youth Council, which is 
a group comprised of youth and youth leaders who help to 
plan diocesan youth events. Despite all the hard work this 
group does throughout their six meetings a year, Demery 
stays pretty busy coordinating all the local events and retreat 
as well as the PYE (Provincial Youth Event) and EYE (the 
National Episcopal Youth Event) and this year’s Youth Mis-
sions Trip to New Orleans. For more information about Youth 
Events, see the diobeth youth website: lifeistasty.org. 

Not to be left in the 20th century, the middle school group will 
be diving into ancient Greek history beginning February 4th. 
This class, taught by Linda Henry, will attempt to put in per-
spective the life and times of Jesus and the early Christians. 
As a brief interlude, we will get a second fix of Tai-Chi led by 
Tom Ardizzone on February 11th. If you are an adult and you 
would like to join us, you are most welcome! Meet us in the 
chapel at 10:15 and wear comfortable clothes. Linda will pick 
up where she left off on February the 25th, as the 18th is our 
next Children’s Sunday and Parish Luncheon. 

Last, but not least, Trinity’s Group Involving Families will 
again be hosting a Pancake Supper in celebration of Shrove 
Tuesday. If you have never had the opportunity to see our 
gang in ACTION, now’s your chance. Adults and young folks 
alike will have an chance to join our infamous pancake race! 
This event is open to everyone in our parish, even if you’re 
not a member. Please join us for fun and fellowship as we 
celebrate the last day of ordinary time before the season of 
lent. 

Blessings on your family, 
Ellyn Siftar, DRE 
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might include the youth of the parish; etc. 
 

Let us gather on February 25, March 4, 11, & 18 in the 
Library from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m.  There will be a Study 
Guide for the program. I’ll let you know if this will be 
available prior to the first session. As our presiding 
bishop says, the MDG’s are “achievable.” See you 
then! 

(MDC’g Continued from page 12) 

Februar y 2007 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4  
5:00 pm-Taize 

- Chapel 

5 
6:00 pm- Going 
Deeper: A Con-
templative Com-
munity - Chapel  
 

7:30 pm- Wor-
ship Committee 
- Library    

6 
6:30 pm- 
Daughters of the 
King - Church    
 

7:00 pm- Out-
reach Commit-
tee - Library    

7 
10:30 am- 
Daughters of the 
King - Library  

8 9 10 

11 
11:30 am- 
Committee for 
Children & 
Youth Meeting - 
Library 

12 13 14 15 16 17 
10:00 am- 
Animal Shot 
Clinic - Fellow-
ship Hall   

18 
11:30 am-
Parish Lunch - 

Parish Hall 
 

5:00 pm-Taize 

- Chapel 

19 
Office Closed 
 

6:00 pm- Going 
Deeper: A Con-
templative Com-
munity - Chapel  
 

12:00 pm– 

Newsletter 
Deadline 
 

7:30 pm– Ves-
try Meeting - 
Library    

20 
1:20 pm– Pas-
toral CareCom-
mittee - Library    
 

5:00 pm– Pan-
cake Supper - 
Parish Hall  
 

6:30 pm- 
Daughters of the 
King - Library  
 
 

21 
7:30 & 9:30 
am– Ash 
Wednesday 
Liturgy - Chapel 
 

10:30 am- 
Daughters of the 
King - Library  
 

12:00  & 7:30 
pm- Ash 
Wednesday 
Liturgy - Church 
 

5:30 pm– 
Prayer Beaders - 
Whittier home  

22 23 
Vestry Retreat 

24 
Vestry Retreat 

25 
12:15 pm-
MDG Lenten-
Study - Parish 

Hall 

26 
Newsletter 

Deadline 

27 
5:30 pm- Soup 
Kitchen Board 
Meeting - Library 

28    

Weekly Schedule 
Sundays 

 8:00 am Holy Eucharist  
 9:15 am Adult Forum  
 9:15 am Children’s Choir Rehearsal 
 9:45 am Choir Rehearsal 
 10:15 am Sunday School  
 10:30 am Holy Eucharist  
 11:30 am Coffee Hour 
 

Weekdays (Mon through Fri) 

 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 Noon Soup Kitchen 
 5:30 pm AA (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Mondays 

 10:00 am Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Tuesdays 

 7:00 pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 

Wednesdays 

 9:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Healing  
 

Thursdays 

 9:30 am Parent-Child Playgroup 
 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal  
 

Saturdays 

 10:30 am AA (Parish Hall) 
 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Sermon  
 

NOTE:  This calendar does not include various oc-
casional outside groups that use our facilities.  
Please check availability with the office before 
scheduling a meeting. 
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Annual Report of the 
Buildings & Grounds Committee 

Bob Romeril, Chair  

In 2006, air conditioning was installed in the Sanctuary, the Par-
ish Hall and the Chapel. Additional trim work and painting was 
done to blend these units into the surroundings.  Window air 
conditioning units were replaced in two of the offices. 

The exterior trim of the entire church complex was painted and 
seven new storm windows were installed. 

The north face of the Church and Parish Hall were power 
washed to remove years of stain and moss. 

The Parish Hall entry door was repaired as were a number of 
other doors throughout the property.   

Roofs were repaired, a portion of the chimney repointed and the 
cable to the church bell restored. 

Cabinets were built and installed in the Mail Room, Communi-
cation Administrators office and the Sunday School.  Carpet 
was repaired in some Sunday School rooms. Sunday School 
parents and teachers painted the Sunday School rooms. Fel-
lowship Hall was painted by the AA group using that area.   

Our Sexton, Dennis Perkins cares for, cleans and watches over 
our facilities daily. We appreciate his dedication, his presence 
and good humor. 

We thank the members of the B & G Committee for their dedi-
cation and hard work throughout the year.  

Investigated the installation of a chair lift from the 1st to the 2nd 
floor.  Unfortunately, the width of the existing stairs is not suffi-
cient to permit this. The long-term solution is an elevator from 
the basement to the 2nd floor. 

Looking ahead, the Bell Tower will be repaired in 2007. There is 
considerable repointing of stone and brickwork that should be 

scheduled. We are investigating a new lock system to im-
prove the security of our facilities. Solutions to the make up 
air problem in the kitchen/parish hall area have not yet been 
identified. 

Stewardship 
A Reminder:  Please remember to use the blue-edged Initial 
Offering Envelope in your packet to help defray the cost of 
this year’s envelopes. 

“Actions speak louder than words.”     A good adage to 
consider as we approach the Lenten Season.  Each week the 
readings prompt us to consider whether or not we will do 
what we say we believe.   Will we actually produce the fruits 
of faith in our living?  Christianity is not a passive reality or a 
spectator report.  It is something that involves practices and 
patterns of life reflecting the Gospel. 

Don’t just honk if you love Jesus, Do Something!  Clothe the 
naked, feed the hungry, visit the sick and imprisoned!  Tell 
someone who needs to hear it that Jesus loves them now, 
today, no matter what!  Be willing to get it not quite right and 
make some mistakes along the way.  Just don’t let your own 
fear of embarrassment get between you and the work God 
has for you to do.  It’s the best adventure you can ever have.  
Just look at what happened to Moses and Paul.  Moses could 
have died out there in the wilderness tending those sheep but 
instead he got to see the Promised Land.  And Paul taught 
centuries of followers what it is to be an apostle.  Who wants 
to end up as an uprooted, fruitless fig tree molding on a com-
post heap?  As a billboard on a rural road reminded me sev-
eral years ago, Jesus Christ died for your sins.  Act like it! 

  -Terry Parson,  Stewardship Officer 
   Episcopal Church Center 
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44 E. Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
 

phone   610-867-4741    

(emergency  610-360-1429) 
 

web site   www.trinitybeth.org     

email   info@trinitybeth.org 
 

office hours   9-2, Monday-Friday,  

 appointments  until 5   

CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline, Interim Rector 

The Rev. Laura Howell, Associate Priest  

The Rev. Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and  

 Soup Kitchen Coordinator    

The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Canon A. Malcolm MacMillan,  

 Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,  

 Assisting Priest 
 

 STAFF  
Karen Ernst-Reiner,  Treasurer       

Open, Director of Music       

Peter & Wendy Lega, Directors of Children’s 

 Choir 

Ellyn Siftar, Director of Religious Education 

Gabriele Whittier, Associate for Liturgy and  

 Communications   

Dennis Perkins, Sexton    

Ministers:  All baptized members. 
 
VESTRY  
Sara Klingner (Vestry Warden)   
George Hurchalla (Rector’s Warden) 
Suzanne Boundy  

Wendy Lega 

Robert Lukens 

Ken Magee   

Richard Matthews   

Violet McCandless   

Jody Miller   

David Myers  

Ed Schatkowski   

Mary Ann Swiatek  

Shelly Smith (Clerk – Ex-Officio)   
   

How to become a memberHow to become a memberHow to become a memberHow to become a member————    
You are very welcome to attend worship 

services, member or not.  If you would 

like to become part of the parish, it is 

easy.  Just give your name, address, 

phone number (and email address, if 

you have one) to a priest or usher, or 

leave it in the parish office.  Part of being 

an Episcopalian is giving of your time, 

talent and treasure.  We hope you will 

attend our special programs and join our 

other activities.  There are so many op-

portunities to become a working mem-

ber – by helping with worship services, or 

serving on a committee or outreach 

group. 
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March Newsletter Deadline 
Monday, February 19, 2007 

“Good Things are Happening at Trinity!” 
(See the Calendar on page 14 for a complete listing) 

 

February Forums: 
Feb. 4  Who was Thomas Merton? - with Professor Don St. John 
Feb. 11  Merton and the Contemplative Life 
Feb. 25  Merton and the Active Life: the Social Movements of the ‘60s 
Feb. 18  Faith Journey - with Fr. Dick Ditterline 
March 4  Merton and Inter-religious Dialogue 
 

Animal Shot Clinic 
February 17th 

 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Feb. 20—5:00 pm 
 

Lenten Study on The Millenium Development Goals 
with Fr Dick, begins Sunday, Feb. 25 at 12:15 pm 

 
Tolkien's Silmarillion Book Study 

begins March 21st 


