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From the Rector
The Ministry of Hospitality

Apparently a group of scientists have determined that the third Monday in January is
the gloomiest day of the year. (It has something to do with the Holidays being over,
the darkness of the sky and the dreariness of the weather, the bills from Christmas
coming due and the failure of many of our New Y ear’s resolutions...) I'm writing this
to you on the third Monday of January.

It's adreary day, overcast and cold. There's adrizzly rain falling. And yet, just down
the hall from where | sit, there are a number of our sisters and brothers working away
in the kitchen making lunch for folks who are sitting in the hallway of the building
getting out of the rain. It may be dark and miserable outside, but it is not that way on
theinside.

Many of the guests we have in our Soup Kitchen are here because they are hungry and
can’'t afford a decent hot meal. Others are here because they are sick and can't easily
put a meal together for themselves. A number are here because they are lonely. They
aren’t here for the food but to get a chance to see another person today and to have
someone greet them hello. All of these people are drawn inside on this grey day be-
cause they know that we have made a commitment to welcoming them into our build-
ing.

This isn’t the only form of hospitality that this parish practices, but it is one of the
most obvious. But we offer our hospitality on Sunday mornings by welcoming new-
comers as best we can. We do it by providing the best worship and music that we cre-
ate. We care for the children who worship with us by trying to have a clean and attrac-
tive Sunday School area and age appropriate toys and activities in the nave. We care
for folks who are attending one of the concerts or other specia events held here by
putting on an attractive reception.

Mother Laura and | have been talking a great deal lately about ministries of Hospital-
ity. Mother comes at it through her experiences as an Oblate in a Benedictine religious
order. (The Benedictine Order has always placed a strong emphasis on the ministry of
hospitality to al.) My own sense of it is probably more cultural than it is theological
in origin - but | suppose there is also a stand of socia justice embedded as well. We
who have been entrusted with so much are called constantly share of our riches.

But no matter how we arrive at our understanding of the need for hospitality, at its
core, hospitality is about making the Kingdom of God real to people in this moment.
Hospitality is about welcoming the stranger into our midst. It is about inviting them to
join with us at the table of God and to be fed with food that transforms us into new
creatures.

Trinity, as a community of believers, hasin one way or another always seen Hospital -
ity as central to its life as a parish community. | pray that we will never stop welcom-
ing the outsider and the lonely into our midst. Most importantly | pray that we will all
be constantly alert to recognize the opportunity to show God's radical hospitadity to
the people we meet in our every day life. Especialy on gloomy days like this.

God'’ s blessing on you this month.
--Nick+
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Here are the names of Trinity people who have health problems or personal problems and who

wish to be remembered in our prayers. If you or aloved one has health problems or other prob-

lems, and if you would like the prayerful help of Trinity friends, you are invited to add your name

to thelist. Please contact the office, 610-867-4741.

Al Barr M chael Hauze

Bud Barr Anna Hat haway Jim R der

Laura Beal er Nancy Hof mann Gaendol yn- Jane

C. Don Bowyer Dan Land Romeri |

Jane Breininger Robert Lukens Sean Romeril

Rob Caskey Lynn MacM | | an Car ol yn Snel | man "

Rory Caskey Fr. Mac David Talijan $
Edna Chase Eli zabeth Mller pat Talijan

Edna Cieply Pat Dwer MacM |- \ackenzie Updyke

Dorot hy Comegys | an Di ane Voron L
Ron Davi s Margorie Ml er Jeffrey Wl dron

Carol yn Enl oe Ber gey Edith W1 son

Lois Frederick Joe Pal neri Rod Young $ $

Carl Gatti Angel i ne Pappas Al ma %

El eanor Graber Rosemary Posavek  jean

Sal 'y Hanpson Mat t hew Post Todd

Mary Harris El eanor Price

Logan Vital os
% :]]Zggalz:_'g;f ner 15 Ca?ol e Gorney Bryant > Ha&égfet&h ' _
M ke Jendzei zyk Li nda Nor nan Magee Almighty God, you have knit together your
3 Alison Vail 16 nggs Caskey 7 Jan & Fl ex elect in one communion and feIIow;Np in
5 Leah Ferriby 120 ¢h°12s SN 11 ck Lorct Give Us grece 0 o follow your
Mar k Hei mbach 18 Caroline Vail Angeline & bIesséd saints ir%1 all virtuous and )(/)dl
6 Blaise MArdle Barbara Beck Rober t living, that we may come to thoseinefgfablg
19 Fost er Leonhardt Ruch '

7 Christopher
Squires
W liam Hardi ng
9 Heat her Lawrence
11 Kathy Butler
Cat hi Pi ckel
12 Patricia Hauze
Robert Hor nyak
Al exandria Smth
14 Robert Law ence,
Sr.

20 Susan Ditterline
Al'lison Gee
Wendy Cul ya

24 Eugene Propsner
Jack Nornman

25 John Ml er

27 Joanna Maj czan
Patti Smith Fanni ng

28 Jeff Coke

29 Freddi e Washco

joys that you have prepared for those who
truly love you; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit
lives and reigns, one God, in glory ever-
lasting. Amen.

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us

so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and $( 1)
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given usin our Lord * &
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and +

ever. Amen.
Feb. 5—5th Sun. after the Epiphany

First Reading—2 Kings 4:(8-17)18-21  Feb. 19—7th Sun. after the Epiphany . ) ++

(22-31)32-37 First Reading—Isaiah 43:18-25
Second Reading—1 Corinthians 9:16-23  Second Reading—2 Corinthians 1:18-22
Gospel —Mark 1:29-39 Gospel —Mark 2:1-12

& $.

Feb. 12—6th Sun. after the Epiphany  Feb. 26—L ast Sun. after the Epiphany " 0 * $

First Reading—2 Kings 5:1-15ab First Reading—1 Kings 19:9-18
Second Reading—1 Corinthians 9:24-27  Second Reading—2 Peter 1:16-19(20-21)
Gospel —Mark 1:40-45 Gospel —Mark 9:2-9
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February events in Trinity's
"Music and the Arts at Trinity Church”
Concert Series

GREGORIAN CHANT: Its History, Technique, and

Performance

A two-part event co-sponsored by Saint Anne's Catholic Church
and Trinity Church

Dr. Charles Callahan, one of America’s foremost experts on the subject,
is workshop leader

Free admission both nights

All are welcome to attend and either join in singing, or just sit back, listen
and enjoy!

Part one: Wednesday, February 1, at 7:30 pm
SAINT ANNE’'S CATHOLIC CHURCH

Washington and Easton Avenues, Bethlehem

Part two: Thursday, February 2, at 7:30 pm

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
44 East Market Street, Bethlehem

Sunday, February 26, at 4:00 pm

Evensong and Organ Recital

Trinity Choir and

CASEY CANTWELL, guest organist-choirmaster and recitalist
(Mr. Cantwell is organist-choirmaster at Trinity Episcopal Church,

Tulsa)

Reception follows
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May 11-13, 2006

I's there anyone here who yearns for life and desires to see good days? (Ps 34:13). If you hear
this and your answer is “l do...” then you will want to take part in the retreat May 11-13 as to-
gether we explore how the sixth century Rule of Benedict can bring us closer to Christ-centered,
Gospel-focused living.

With the Daily Office framing your day—Morning Prayer, Noonday Prayer, Evening Prayer and
Compline, you will
" Become acquainted with the Rule of St. Benedict and the beauty of Benedictine spirituality as
resources that can bring balance and peace to your daily life, strengthening your relationships
with God, with others and even with yourself
Explore how the concept of Benedictine Hospitality can help you be the welcoming presence
of Christ to family, friend and stranger each day
Receive tools that will provide ways to bring the learning alive in your daily life.
Take abreak from normal responsibilities and activities in order to refresh and renew
Have some quiet time with God and community time with each other

Retreat Leader: The Rev. Dr. Jane Tomaine, Rector of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in
Livingston, New Jersey.

Brief Bio

Retreat leader The Rev. Dr. Jane Tomaine is rector of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Livingston,
New Jersey. Jane received a Bachelor of Music degree from Cornell College in Mt. Vernon,
lowa, and a Master of Music degree from Ohio State University, both in organ performance. Fol-
lowing a career with the Bell System and AT& T she earned Master of Divinity and Doctor of
Ministry degrees from the Theological School of Drew University in Madison, New Jersey.

Jane’s interest in the Rule of Benedict began in the late 1990’ s through several summer courses
at The General Theological Seminary in New York City. Asapart of her doctoral program she
introduced the Rule of Benedict to her parish through a parish-wide liturgical, study and renewal
program. Asapart of this project she wrote a book on the Rule of Benedict for her parish which
was published by Morehouse Publishing in May, 2005. . Benedict’s Toolbox: The Nuts and
Bolts of Everyday Benedictine Living provides the reader with an in depth look at the Rule along
with practical ways to apply Benedict’ s teaching to daily life. Jane currently teaches courses and
workshops on the Rule and Benedictine spirituality at parishes and retreat centers, and at the
Newark School of Theology.

Additional Details: Thisretreat is sponsored by Trinity Episcopal Churchesin Mt. Pocono
and Bethlehem, and will be held at Mary Immaculate Seminary in Northampton. Thisretreat is
residential only. Cost: $170 includes housing/food/materials. Limited scholarship support avail-
able. To receive a registration form or if you have questions, please send Mo. Laura Howell a
note at laura@trinitybeth.org or call 610-867-4741.
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| mportant Datesto Remember

February 1 7:30 pm
February 2 7:30 pm

February 6 7:30 pm
February 8 7:00 pm
February 12 9:00 am
February 13 7:00 pm
February 15 5:30 pm
February 20 7:00 pm
February 21 2:30 pm
February 24 6:00 pm
February 26 4:00 pm
February 28 5:30 pm

“Gregorian Chant” workshop at St.

Anne s R.C. Church, Bethlehem

“Gregorian Chant” workshop at Trin

ity, Bethlehem

Worship Committee
Outreach Committee
Outreach Fair

Stewardship Committee
Prayer Beaders

Vestry Meeting

Pastoral Care Committee
Mardi Gras Party

Evensong and Organ Recital
Pancake Supper

March Newdletter Deadline
Monday, February 20, 2006



