TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
...FEEDING ALL IN BODY, MIND AND SOUL

The Trinity Church Newsletter

Trinity Episcopal Church
44 East Market Street
Bethlehem, PA 18018

The Parish Profile - from the Vestry

On Tuesday evening, November 14, nearly twenty mem-
bers of Trinity attended the first meeting of the Parish
Profile committee. After discussing the Profile in detail,
those present signed up for sub-committee work. Some
groups actually began working on their section of the new
Profile. So we can honestly say that our Parish Profile is
now a work in progress.

What is a Parish Profile? In brief, it is a portrait of who
we are, what we value, and what we seek. It is designed
with the intent of piquing the curiosity of and arousing the
interest of any prospective Rector. It's our greeting card
and selling card. Hopefully, after reading our Profile, nu-
merous individuals will say to themselves, "I want to lead
that congregation. I want to be their new shepherd.”

The Parish Profile consists of four sections. Part 1, sub-
chaired by Father Cliff Carr, covers our history and heri-
tage. Part 2, sub-chaired by Delores Caskey, focuses on
the community in which we live and includes such issues
as geographical location, economic outlook, quality of life,
ethnic richness, educational systems and opportunities,
the arts, sports and recreation, to mention but a few is-
sues. Part 3 will be sub-chaired by Carol and Jack Vickrey
and will delineate our specific parish: our mission state-
ment, location, membership, attendance, endowment and
finances, liturgy and worship and music, as well as our
ministries and programs. Part 4, the most vital portion of
the new Profile, identifies what we as a congregation
value and what we are seeking in a new Rector. Early in
December, chairperson Bob Romeril and his committee
will be mailing a parish survey to each congregant. It is
our fervent hope that every member will return the sur-
vey by December 30 so that the results of the survey and
further discussion of the results can be discussed at the
Forum session slated for January 7, 2007. During the
composing of our 1998 Profile, only 79 persons completed
and returned the survey. That number represented less
than 50% of the congregation at Trinity at that time. We
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The Prayer List

Here are the names of

health problems or per-

Trinity is a praying church. We love to pray
Trinity people who have| for people...and we keep on praying for
them. But sometimes, people get "parked"
sonal problems and Whq on the parish prayer list. The policy is to put

wish to be remembered | people on the Prayers of the People list and

in our prayers. If you or
a loved one has health
problems or other prob-
lems, and if you would
like the prayerful help
of Trinity friends, you
are invited to add your
name to the list. Please
contact the office, 610-
867-4741.

of the clergy.

to read their names for two weeks in a row, UNLESS you
ask us to keep them on. They will also be put on the
prayer list in the Bulletin. We keep them on the Bulletin
list for two months, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on.
We are very happy to keep people on either or both lists,
but please do tell us. Call the office or give a note to one

KEEP ON PRAYING!

Al Barr

Bud Barr
Denny Bergey
Jane Breininger
Leslie Buchter
Edna Chase
Dorothy Comegys
Sara Creech
Karen Duh
Claude Fevrier
Al Giordano
Nancy Hofmann
Jo Hornyak
Robert Lukens
Fr. Mac
Elizabeth Miller

Margorie Miller Bergey
Sgt Rob Norman USMC
Joe Palmeri

Matthew Post
Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril
Sean Romeril

Joan Sheldrake

Dennis Taylor

Pat Talijan

Jackie Tompkins
Mackenzie Updyke
Edith Wilson

Ellen Wolfe

Jeremy Wolfe
Christopher Wrenshall

Celebration of Saints
During December

Almighty God, you have knit together your
elect in one communion and fellowship in thg
mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord:
Give us grace so to follow your blessed saint
in all virtuous and godly living, that we may
come to those ineffable joys that you havi
prepared for those who truly love you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God
in glory everlasting. Amen.

Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, 1637
Channing Moore Williams, Missionary
Bishop in China and Japan, 1910

4 John of Damascus, Priest, c. 760

5 Clement of Alexandria, Priest, ¢.210
6  Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c.342

7  Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397

21 Saint Thomas, the Apostle

25 The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
26  Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr
27 Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist
28 The Holy Innocents

29 Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canter-
bury, 1170

N -

Birthdays

1 Ellyn Siftar

2 Chris Reed

5 Patricia Talijan

6 Brian Ziegler

7 Tim Zarzecki, Jr

8 Tracey McArdle

9 John Hoffman

12 Shelly Smith

13 Anne James

14 Mary Cohen
Miles Salerni
Stephanie Zumas

15 Elizajane Houghton
Lindsay Brown
Suzanne Irvine
Elena Douvanis
Jody Miller

18 Jean Rich
Russell Yurchak

19 Ned Wallace

David Gulya
Leigh Schlener
23 Ed Schatkowski
24 Catherine Lukens
27 Andrew Myers
Mary Ann Swiatek
29 Cathy Walter
30 Marjorie Buckley
Mary Harris
Ruth Ann Peters
31 Ethan Givey
Sarah Magee
Vanessa Sigaline
Ethan Givey
Anniversaries
3 Pyong & Robert Lukens
11 Sheree & Timothy Stampfel
17 Harvey & Ruth Ann Peters
Nancy & Daniel Krauss
20 Elizabeth & George Gee

Sunday Readings During
December

oY

D

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures|to

be written for our learning: Grant us so to hea
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly dige
them, that we may embrace and ever hold f
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which y
have given us in our Lord Jesus Christ; wh
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spiri
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Dec. 3
TheFirst Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-9
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

Dec. 10
The Second Sunday of Advent
Baruch 5:1-9
Canticle 4 or 16
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Dec. 17
The Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Canticle 9
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18
Dec. 24
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:2-5a
Canticle 3 or 15
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)

Dec. 31
The First Sunday after Christmas
Isaiah 61:10-62:3

—_

Du

o

Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7
John 1:1-18
Psalm 147 or 147:13-21
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“That we may be wholly yours...” from Mother Laura

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

"Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so
fill our imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly
dedicated to you; and then use us, we pray you, as you will, and always to
your glory and the welfare of your people, through our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.”

This brief prayer, taken from the Book of Common Prayer, is usually called “A
Prayer of Self-Dedication” (p. 832). As I pondered the tasks lying before Trinity,
this prayer kept running through my mind.

In the next year, we will draft a Profile of the Parish, work with an interim priest,
set up committees, search for a new Rector and a new Organist. And all of this
while the everyday work of the parish continues on at full speed. Children and
young people will be taught, the hungry will be welcomed and fed, classes and
Forums will stimulate the mind and challenge the spirit, and the round of daily
prayer and Holy Eucharist will undergird all that we do in this place.

Even with many talented and energetic volunteers, it's daunting. And because we
need to be goal-oriented and we are anxious not to lose momentum, it is tempt-
ing to focus primarily on everything we must accomplish. And make no mistake,
we MUST do that.

But the planning and doing is step two.

During the next year, there will be times of waiting, when we are called to slow
down and reflect on why we are doing what we do. This wonderful parish is not
merely a human institution. It is not just a collection of committees and individu-
als who share some of the same ideas. It is not only an organization spurred on
by the questioning of the loyal opposition. Ultimately, this parish is God’s crea-
tion and God’s property. We exist solely and entirely to carry out God’s will in the
city of Bethlehem and in the wider world. This is our single mission, and all those
things that we usually include when we speak of mission are subsets.

The REAL task that lies before us is to hear what God wills for Trinity at this time
in our life together. All the decisions we make will grow from our understanding
of what God is asking of us. But Trinity is not a monolith: Trinity is made up of
many individuals. Each one of us on our own is called to ask what is God’s will for
our lives. And then to ask how God wants that to look as we live in the Trinity
Community.

As we begin the season of Advent, I invite us all to pray daily “A Prayer of Self-
Dedication”, and to renew our offering of ourselves and our parish to doing God’s
will. Let us utterly dedicate ourselves to God and be prepared to receive exciting
marching orders about how we can be used to God’s glory, and for the welfare of
God'’s people.

Mother Laura
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Christmas Caroling
An Intergenerational Event

for our neighbors in Bethlehem.

R

Saturday, December 23rd
6:00-8:00 pm
Come and join the fun!

We will be gathering in the Parish Hall at 6:00 pm, following the
Saturday night Eucharist, to join together and sing Christmas Carols

Bring some cookies to share. Hot chocolate will be provided.
Contacts: Ellyn Siftar (ellyn@trinitybeth.org) or Gaby Whittier (gaby@trinitybeth.org)
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Thanks from Mother Laura’s Mother

Most of you know that my mother
was diagnosed with lymphoma in
November. Since she lives in the
Denver area, I needed to go out
there for a week to help her begin
her treatments. I will be in and out
a couple more times between now
and the end of February, as we
manage her medical situation, with
long-distance help from our Health
Ministry. I am very grateful to you
all for the support you have offered
me directly, and to her through
your prayers. She had no side ef-
fects from the first round of chemo,
and attributes that directly to the
many prayers you offered on her
behalf. She asked me to give you
this message:

Greetings from Colorado to the
people at Trinity, and beyond, who
have so kindly been praying for me.
Thank you for joining me on this
venture in which I am involved. It
is, indeed, a risky time. And yet, if
God be for us, who can be against
us? Who and WHAT? I feel as-
sured that all will be well and He
will be glorified. And, honestly,
don’t you find it a bit exciting to be
seeing how He is going to work this
out? Thank you for your prayers,
and, from Paul’s letter to the Ro-
mans: “...I thank my God through
Jesus Christ for you all, that your
faith is spoken of throughout the
world.”

With love,
Jackie Tompkins
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From the

Soup Kitchen

The Soup Kitchen Vol-
unteers and guests
are grateful to every
one who made donations of time, tur-
keys, pies and/or cash for the Thanks-
giving feast for our Soup Kitchen
guests.It was joyous and delicious!!

We are now turning our thoughts toward
Christmas. We will be in need of bone-
less hams, and Christmas cookies and
perhaps centerpieces for the holiday ta-
bles(15) a job for some industrious and
creative person!

We wish everyone a joyous and happy
holiday season!!!

Love and Prayers,
Deacon Liz

ENTER THE ADVENT SEASON
BY ATTENDING QUIET DAY
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2ND

A QUIET Day
will take place
at Trinity from
9-3 on Saturday
December 2nd.
This is a won-
derful way to
prepare ourselves for our Lord's
coming anew into our lives. Please
register if you are coming. Details on
the flyer by the rector’'s office.
Mother Gwendolyn-Jane is the
Leader. This event is being hosted by
The St. Constance Chapter of the
Daughters of the King. You do not
have to be a Daughter to attend.

of £he Ring

and the Soup Kitchen Crew. | | ven a5 well as women are welcome.

Victory House
Christmas Gift List for 2006

It's almost Christmas again and time to remember our clients at Victory House. For more than twenty
years we have provided presents to those less fortunate than we. For new parishioners a little history
seems in order. Victory House is a shelter for homeless men. Trinity Church, along with other churches
in downtown Bethlehem, founded this mission in 1984. At first we just provided a place to sleep, but
now our program is much more. The end goal is to reinstate these men back into society as contribut-
ing members with the help of our excellent professional staff.

Items may be brought to the church anytime after Thanksgiving and put in the box at the back of the
church. If you would rather make a monetary donation, you may give the money to me at the 8 o’clock
service or put it in an envelope marked for Victory House for the collection plate.

Items needed:
* Wallets
® Irish Spring soap

e Nail clippers

e Umbrellas

e Boxers or briefs (large to 4X)

e Diabetic hard candies

e Letter tablets, envelopes and stamps

* Sweat pants (large to 4X)
* Small dictionaries
* Pocket-size notebooks

* Plastic thong shower shoes for men e Toys for the men’s children

(infant through 16 years)

Many of these items can be purchased at the Dollar stores, Wal-Mart, K-Mart, etc., for very little cash.
We all appreciate anything you can give to make their Christmas a little happier. If you have any ques-
tions, please call me at 610-865-3487.

Thank you,

Sally McIntosh

Trinity’s representative to Victory House
314 Fillmore Street, 18015
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Outreach Series on Poverty

On October 1%, Denise Continenza spoke to the Adult Forum on “The Culture of Pov-
erty” based on work by Ruby Paine. We learned that people who have been raised in
Poverty have ways of thinking and acting that are distinct from those living in the Mid-
dle Class and in Wealth. Each class of people also have a defined skill set that we
learned about when answering the question, “Could you live in Poverty?” and “Could
you live in the Upper Class?” Many of us would have trouble finding the basics for sur-
vival if we were suddenly without the supports we depend on. While not everyone fits
all of the generalizations Denise presented, the model provides a framework that is
helpful to those working with, among, or behalf of the poor so that poor people’s be-
havior and attitudes do not seem baffling to those who have not lived in poverty.

On October 8™, Alan Jennings, Director of CACLV, addressed housing issues for those in
poverty in the Lehigh Valley. He started with telling us that New Jersey’s affordable
housing is in Pennsylvania, and that the success of the real estate market is partially
what causes a housing crisis for those living on minimum wage or less. When an area
experiences an upswing in prosperity, as South Bethlehem is now doing, it creates a
situation where rental units become owner occupied, or the rents increase beyond poor
tenants’ reach. Jennings sees partnerships with developers, legislation to raise the
minimum wage and increase low-income housing, government grants and business
partnerships as partial answers to a growing problem in the Lehigh Valley. He explained
the failings of some of the home-ownership programs that have gotten some poor fami-
lies into homes they could not hold onto when there was any shift in their luck or for-
tunes. It takes only a layoff or car breakdown to create a financial deficit from which
families will not recover, and they lose their homes. He explained the complexity of an-
swers to the affordable housing puzzle in ways that go beyond concerns for just putting
a roof over people’s heads. We must work for social justice, and real living wages in or-
der to solve it.

Rooster Valentini, the liaison to homeless children for the Allentown Area School Dis-
trict, told the Adult Forum audience on October 15™ that he sees more than 600 home-
less children in Allentown. He claims we would not know homeless children if we saw
them. Parents struggle to provide their children with clothes and things so that they
“blend in” with other students. Even so, they struggle with poverty in many ways.
Sometimes a homeless family moves several times in a school year, with the expected
disruption for a child’s learning and social experiences at school. Some children miss
school because they lack some of the non-food essentials (not covered by food stamps)
that allow them to be acceptably groomed - such as feminine hygiene products for
older girls and soap, shampoo and dental hygiene needs for all children. He told how
some families keep going to the thrift stores and clothing banks to get more clothes for
their kids, because they lack the cash or transportation to get laundry done. There are
huge heaps of clothing in these homes, but the families lack the ability to get them
washed so they can be re-used.

Finally, Diana Marshall, chair of the Board of CACLV, and wife of our Bishop, spoke on
October 29" on “The Christian’s Response to Poverty”. She explained how the Biblical
passage “The poor will always be with you.” Is not a way of letting us off the hook or
expressing the futility of addressing poverty, but rather a statement of the reality of life
of those called to be a follower of Christ - we WILL be among the poor - in close social
proximity to poor people if we are doing Christ’'s work. It is a call to worship lavishly

(Continued on page 9)
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Thank you to all who helped make our
fifth annual Beinema Concert possible.
We appreciate the many people who
contributed financially to the concert,
and there is enough money to get a
good head start on next year's concert.
Thank you to the choir for your out-
standing work. You made the concert a
memorable one, and your contribution to
Trinity's musical life is tremendous on a
weekly basis. Soloists Jack Vickrey, Kip
Knauer, and Linda Laubach sang from
their hearts, and Linda's personal re-
membrance of Marvin touched us all.
Lastly, thank you to all those who made
the reception such a huge success. The
preparation was elegant, and as always,
everyone lingered and enjoyed each
other's company, and there were many
memories of Marvin being shared.
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2007 Pledge Envelope Packets

Godspeed, Lorenz!

After nearly five years at Trinity, Lorenz
Maycher, our outstanding Organist and
Choirmaster, will be leaving at the end of
the year to take up a full-time position in
a Presbyterian Church in Mississippi

Since coming to Trinity in 2002, Lorenz
has increased the scope and range of the
music program. He has cultivated and
challenged the choir and expanded its
repertoire. He instituted the annual
Marvin Beinema Concert; organized a
music series that brought in top-notch
organists such as Charles Callahan and
Marilyn Mason, and groups like The
Princeton Singers and Satori. He ar-
ranged for the fitting of our magnificent
1955 Aeolian-Skinner organ with chimes,
and recorded a CD on it--The Aeolian-
Skinner Sound (available from Lorenz or
from www.ravencd.com)

We are very sorry to see him go and will
miss the wonderful music that he has
brought to us, but our best wishes and
prayers go with him on the next step of
his journey. The people of Mississippi will
be fortunate indeed!
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DAUGHTERS OF THE KING
CELEBRATE NEWCOMERS AND PARISH MINISTRIES

Lay Ministries will be celebrated on December 10th at the 8 and 10:30
Liturgies.
A Parish reception will follow
hosted by
The St. Constance Chapter of the Daughters of the King

Please come and join us in doing honor to those who minister among
us, and to welcome those who are new to the parish since March.

All are welcome!

MARY E. HARRIS

October 23, 2006

Mary, Mother of Donald, Gail and Louse;
Daughter of Regina and Albert,
Sister of Clara, Dotty, Martin and Louise
Beloved wife of Miles
Grandmother to many and the Great-grandmother to many more.

"0 Gentile Soul” her morning aide remarked.
“We all loved Mary”, said another as she kissed her on the cheek.

“and yet a proper woman”, but not so proper
as to confess — at 92! - "I think that man is sweet on me.”

Clearly our smiles at this confession
were glossing over a deeper truth - many were sweet on her.

Five plus years of visits to her Holy Family Manor Home
Taught us much about Grace - Acceptance - and Love.

Complaints were few. Thank you’s were common
So gracious to all who cared for her:
"I get bathed, dressed, have my hair done and I don’t have to cook!”

The overall Grace to accept what was
One of her many expressions of Love
was both lesson and gift to us.
And so - Mary, Mom
You sat and read and loved
You watched the trees in their season
Your body failed but your soul soared
With a sweetness that caught the heart of many
And thus. It's true:
Many were sweet on you!

—Louise H. Young

Ed note: This reflection was presented by Mary’s daughter, Louise Young, at Mary’s funeral service.
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UPDATE FROM

The Director of Religious Education

Thank you to everyone who has made my job one filled with joy and awe, es-
pecially the children who light up the Sunday school classrooms. As we travel
into the season of Advent, I am looking forward to preparing a space in my
heart and home by lighting advent candles, reading some Christmas stories,
watching Little Women, caroling, and enjoying the quiet moments between the
hustle and bustle. It is my favorite time of the year but I need to be careful and
walk slowly to catch the spark and enjoy the mystery of the glorious impossi-
ble. Otherwise I blink and it's January. I pray for the patience to take each
moment as it comes...

During the first four Sundays in Advent, the children in the Godly Play class will
hear the story of Mary and Joseph as they journey to Bethlehem, the birth of
Jesus, and the visits from the shepherds and the magi. We will be making
some candles to light our way and some stars to shine in the darkness.

The middlers-and friends-will be working in the month of December to finish
their painting of saints they began last month. Mrs. Genthner and Mrs. John-
son are willing to meet with anyone who has missed a session and would like to
catch up! That make-up day will be Thursday December 7th in the evening.
Please call or email me if you are interested in coming.

Join us on Christmas eve at 5:30, when the children will offer a Christmas pag-
eant to the congregation followed by the Holy Eucharist.
Please come and celebrate the joy of the season with us!

Blessings on your family,
Ellyn Siftar, Director of Religious Education

(Continued from page 6)

_ _ o AND minister to those Christ favored.
sincerely hope this survey will yield Mrs. Marshall addressed the issue of
more participation and response. “Separation of Church and State” after

(Continued from page 1)

The Parish Profile Committee is not
a closed group. We are more than
eager to accept any new members.
For further information about join-
ing the profile committee, please
contact either Sandra Mesics or
Jody Miller. If you would like to
work on a specific sub-committee,
please contact that committee’s
sub-chair.

she gave us hints on ways to lobby our
elected officials on behalf of poor people
everywhere. The explained that the bur-
den in on the State not to interfere in
the workings of the Church - it does not
mean that the Church, as defined as a
body of believers, cannot seek to influ-
ence the State. Indeed, we have a re-
sponsibility to speak up for justice and
mercy in governance.

Diana Marshall’s resource list of web

sites and organizations is available from
the Outreach Committee.
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DECEMBER 3

DECEMBER 10 & 17

SAME?”

our lives.

DECEMBER 24 & 31

NO FORUMS

Adult Forum 2006

“CARNIVAL TIME—
LAW AND ORGIES”
WITH HOWARD FEGAN

“WHY CAN’T THINGS STAY THE

WITH DR. VIRGINIA WILES

One of the surest things about life is that nothenegr
stays the same. Life IS change. And yet we allajt
greater or lesser extent, resist change. Whatwen
learn from the Scriptures about how to trust Goemyh
everything around us is changing? Come study wsth
this Advent as we learn how to celebrate, await
cope with the change that God and the world bnirig

all

Memorial Opportunity:

At All Saints it was discovered that two of
the white stoles meant to be worn on fes-
tive occasions were badly worn and frayed
beyond repair. CM Almy can provide us
with two replacement stoles made of white
Bemberg damask in the Tudor Rose pattern
with orphrey bandings to match the white
chasuble currently in use for Christmas,
Easter and other festive occasions as a cost
of $175.00 each. If you would like give a
white stole as a memorial to a loved one or
as a thank-offering for a blessing in your
life, please speak to Barb Subber or Fr.
CIiff.

N———]

H

2006 Contributions—Reminder

| +
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| mportant Datesto Remember in December

Date
Sun-3

Mon-4

Tue-5

Sun-10
Mon-11
Fri-15
Sun-17
Mon-18
Tue-19

Wed-20
Sun-24

Mon-25

Time

9:15am
5:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
7:30pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
7:30pm
9:15am
11:30am
7:30pm
6:00pm
9:15am
5:00pm
6:00pm
7:30pm
1:30pm
6:30pm
5:30pm
9:30am
5:30pm
6:00pm
10:30pm
11:00pm

10:00am

The First Sunday of Advent
St. Andrew’s Day Celebration

Adult Forum - "Carnival Time--Law and Grgjl with Howard Fegan

Taize Chapel

Going Deeper: A Contemplative ComityunChapel

Parish Profile (Survey Committe&}hurch
Worship CommitteeLibrary

Daughters of the KinChapel

Outreach Committed.ibrary

Profile CommitteeChurch

Adult Forum - “Why Can’t Things Stag Same?!” with Dr. Virginia Wiles

Newcomers’ & Lay Ministries ReceptioRarish Hall

Profile CommitteePRarish Hall
TGIF Christmas PartyBradley home

Adult Forum - “Why Can’t Things Stag Same?!” with Dr. Virginia Wiles

Taize Chapel

Going Deeper: A Contemplative ComryunChapel

Vestry Meeting-kibrary
Pastoral Care Meetingibrary
Daughters of the Kingkibrary
Prayer Beaders Gatherihittier home
Holy Eucharist (Sermon, Music) - Adu®
Christmas Pageant
Holy Eucharist—Family Service
Choral Offering
Choral Eucharist
Christmas Dau
Holy Eucharist

January Newsletter Deadline
Monday, December 25, 2006




