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The Prayer List

Here are the names of

Trinity people who have
health problems or per-

sonal problems and who
wish to be remembered
in our prayers. If you or a|
loved one has health
problems or other prob- #
lems, and if you would
like the prayerful help of | ..
Trinity friends, you are ’
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invited to add your name # #
to the list. Please contac  $
the office, 610-867-4741.
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Celebration of Saints
During April

Almighty God, you have knit together your
elect in one communion and fellowship in
the mystical body of your Son Christ our

Lord: Give us grace so to follow your
blessed saints in all virtuous and godly
living, that we may come to those ineffable
joys that you have prepared for those who
truly love you; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit
lives and reigns, one God, in glory ever-
lasting. Amen.

1 Frederick Denison Maurice, Priest

and Theologian 1872

James Lloyd Breck, Priest 1876
Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253
Martin Luther King, Jr., Civil Rights
Leader, 1968

7 Tikhon, Patriarch of Russia, Confes-

sor and Ecumenist, 1925

8 William Augustus Muhlenberg, Priest,

1877

9 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 1945
10 William Law, Priest, 1761
11 George Augustus Selwyn, Bishop of

New Zealand, and of Lichfield, 1878

19 Alphege, Archbishop of Canterbury,

and Martyr, 1012

21 Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury,

1109

25 St. Mark the Evangelist
29 Catherine of Siena, 1380

Sunday Readings

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures
to be written for our learning: Grant us so to
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly
digest them, that we may embrace and ever
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life,
which you have given us in our Lord Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

April 6
(3rd Sunday of Easter)
Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:13-35
April 13
(4th Sunday of Easter)
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23:1-6
1 Peter 2:19-25
John 10:1-10
April 20
(5th Sunday of Easter)
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
1 Peter 2:2-10
John 14:1-14
April 27
(6th Sunday of Easter)
Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8-20
1 Peter 3:13-22
John 14:15-21
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On April 19"
from 9am-1pm
Please join us for an Earth Day clean-up | 6 $ e o
at Friendship (Tank) Park located at 11 @ /o
E. North St. and Penn St. in Bethlehem = 0 ) & H@ T -
Show your support for our community and Mother [( @ & # < I/;"@
Earth by helping to clean garbage and debris fiwan|t | | # /1 :4
ground, eliminate vandalism, spread mulch and plant 4 4 ) 3 1'<104 < /-
flowers! - 31 % ’
We will provide a bagged lunch, you provide the # 4

gloves, tools and labor!
Contact: Ellyn Siftar—ellyn@trinitybeth.org—610-8@741X307
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Members of our parish and from a variety of othemighes in the Diocese, are active in a "Prayed8aéinistry”. Thig
group prayerfully makes and distributes prayer besttl provides workshop leadership both in thetioeaf and usg
of prayer beads.

We have been invited to lead workshops in churemesat retreat centers in Pennsylvania, Massadbhudéryland
Delaware and West Virginia.

We are completely self-sustaining, depending onations and sales of high-quality prayer beads alvkslat work
shops and on the Internet (www.gigibeads.net).

We have changed our traditional meeting night and &ginning in April, will meet on the 3¢ Thursday of every
month at Gaby Whittier's home, gathering at 5:30 fo a shared meal at 6:00, followed by an evening d&llow-
ship, beading, prayer and workshop preparation. Please contact Gaby at the church (610-867-4741)x3® homé
(610-867-0735) or via email (gaby@trinitybeth.ofg) more information or to let her know to expeotly

DO YOU HAVE A CHILD
J >
APRIL 6. 2008 OR CHILDREN IN COL-
% Dr. Peter Sutton LEGE OR MILITARY
i - : : SERVICE?
O "Philosophers on Faith: Pt. I : -
. One of Trinity’s pastoral care pro-
Do we have free will?" grams for over 30 years is our Cqn-
] tact Program with those from the
parish who are away at school or|in
l ‘\l APRIL 13. 2008 the Military. Use the form below o
i tell us who, and where, they are.
Dr. Cathy Sutton
= | npp. 1 . - PLEASE PRINT
> | 'Philosophers on Faith: Pt. 2:
. The life of the world to come: immortality of
’_’; JEt B _ -
: the soul, resurrection of the body, or boths
(| APRIL 20 2008
[ I | Outreach/Agency Fair
F APRIL 27,2008
] Dr. Carol Jones, Executive Director of the
p— Adult Literacy Center of the Lehigh Valley and |
— Rick Subber, Board of Directors of the '
Q Adult Literacy Center # $
"Literacy Needs and Services in _ . .
{ - Please place this form in the offeripng
5 T " 1
Ehé Lehjﬂh Ic?”&:} plate or send to the church office.
£7%
wiE PRAYER BEADS MINISTRY

\U

JOIN THE FUN!!!
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CURRENTLY COLLECTING | | %, *

(through May 11, 2008)

$
A Safe Start—Every day, almost 8,000 children are reported o) #
victims of abuse and neglect. Gather items|fof # - #

3
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Ask the Rector...

Sometimes, several people will ask me the sameaianugesSo | thought it might be worthwhile to anstem in a
monthly column, with the assumption that peoplehttig interested, but don’t get a chance to askolf have ques
tions you would like answered, please send meea not

This month’s question:
You moved your office...Why didn’t you move your seatn church?

You realize that | am sitting with the basses inichright? They threatened me, and since theeeaanumber of
them, and they are all bigger than | am, | decited staying put was the better part of valor. ifEs *someone*
needs to keep Bob Lukens in line on Sunday morning.

Seriously, Fr. Nick, Fr. Dick and Fr. Cliff are ainors. It makes sense that they should sit etiahor side of choir
In addition, the seat | am sitting in is closerthe pulpit. There is no special seat for the glergve sit wherever ig
most convenient, either for singing or for the yob are doing in a specific service. At Eveningy@ral sit in what is
usually Deacon Liz's seat, so there is a balana®ioks.

There IS a special seat for the Bishop. You cants® the left of the high altar. It is a largenately carved throne
technically called @athedra A cathedral, therefore, is the place of the dyish official seat. All Episcopal churche
have special seats for their bishop, as a way ¢tevsbur respect and affection for our Chief Pastud &ather or
Mother in Christ. We do not sit on the Bishop’srdite even when church is crowded. That way, we e sensg
of the bishop’s spiritual presence among us, evéierwthe bishop is not there in person. Our vemneia
“Episcopal’-- reflects the importance of the bisl{episkopos, in Greek) to the life of our church.

Next month’s question:
How, why and where did you learn so much about comyters?

Newcomers/Fellowship The Quiet Contemplative Life at Trinity
Committee _

Organizational Meeting Mondays-Fridays 9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel
There will be an organizational 4:30 p.m. Ev.enlng Prayer, Church
meeting for a new Mondays 6:00 p.m. Going Deeper, Chapel
“Newcomers/Fellowship Commit ~ (1and 3 Mondays)
tee” on Sunday, April 6th, follow- 6:00 p.m. Splrltual Journaling Group,
ing the 10:30 service, in the Li- Parish t!all
brary. Anyone interested in this (2" and "P_'V'O”days) _
important work of the parish i$ Wednesdays 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist & Healing
encouraged to attend. Thursdays 5:30 p.m. Prayer Bead Group

(3rd Thursday,

at Gaby Whittier’s)
Saturdays10:00 a.m. Tai Chi, Chapel
5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist
“Good Thlngs (Healing on First Saturday)

Sundays 5:00 p.m. Taize Evening Prayer,
Chapel (#and 3 Sundays)

are Happenmg May 8-10 Retreat: A Benedictine Approach to
o Work—Finding your Center
at Trlnlty!” in the Busyness

(Look for items in blue on the Calendar on page 14,

or articles with  on them.)
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Alleluia! Christis Risen! The Lord is Risen inds! Alleluia!

With the joy of Easter, comes the tradition thau¥eplayed a cosmic joke on evil and death bydssarmrection. Sg
we have the custom of telling jokes during EaslertiFasten your seat belts....

What lives in winter, dies in summer, and growshwilis root upward? An icicle.
What is small, red and whispers? Hint: it's not ¢hergy who are allergic to Easter lilies. A haaradish.

How do you tell the difference between a weed awdlaable plant? Pull on it. If it comes out oéthround eas
ily, it is a valuable plant.

And finally, what is the best way to garden? Putaowide-brimmed straw hat and some old clotheke Bahoe
in one hand and a cold drink in the other, anddstanund telling somebody else where to dig.

Believe it or not, these jokes have something tavilb my sermon topic. This is the first weekerfdspring. How
blessed and wonderful that it is also Easter,itiseday of spring for our spiritual lives.

A couple of weeks ago, Dixie White sent me two phoaphs. Both are of exactly the same spot irghaten. They
are on page 12. Do take a look. One was tak&elimuary and one in May.

The February picture is a composition in shadegrey, slate and dim white. In the background aretches of
chain-link fence, some kind of shabby wooden casion, and the backs of neighborhood garages reTére many,
scrawny weeds and scruffy bushes poking up thr@ughmy coating of snow. A tree with dark roughves over-
shadows a corner. A couple of statues stand $adhe rubble—one is a bird of some sort, buttite dull to be a
flamingo. All in all, it appears to be a photoari abandoned city lot, with some old boards anéap tof rocks,
where careless passersby have thoughtlessly tdssedrash. Very depressing.

What a difference three months makes!!! Now, we that the wooden construction is covered with ems$ heavy
green and purple wisteria sprays, scented likeesdlovThe once scraggy bush can barely be seentbenesters of
sweet-smelling lilac blossoms. The tree’s brigigem foliage is mottled with cardinal-red berriaad offers shade
for magenta lunaria flowers. The blue heron staldgly on the bank of a reed-filled rock pool,teldang the pale
fish-shadows, gliding beneath the water’s coolaaef

As soon as | saw the photographs, | knew they bduktpart of my Easter sermon. They are the peirfeage of
Holy Week’s transition. In three days we expereettte dread of Thursday’s Garden of Gethsemane. holror of
Friday’s torture and crucifixion. The cold darkaesmnd crushing sorrow of Holy Saturday, when ouovssl Lord
lies dead in his tomb. There are few things meaddand forlorn than a February garden.

Sunday, we awaken to the excited awe and brilliaideesurrection Morning. We discover not onlytthesus lives,
but that he promises to raise us and also thoslewee All the grays and blacks of the previous kvbave becomg
amethyst, emerald, crimson, fuschia, radiant wathgl-like colors in the golden glow of the risemsthe Son who
has Risen.

On Holy Saturday, we read from an ancient homily

Something strange is happening - there is a gileaice on earth today, a great silence and still-
ness. The whole earth keeps silence because theiKiasleep. The earth trembled and is still
because God has fallen asleep in the flesh and$eaised up all who have slept ever since the
world began. God has died in the flesh and hethiles with fear. Christ says, “For the sake of
you, exiled from the garden, | was betrayed inraea, and | was crucified in a garden.”

In this morning’s Gospel, Mary Magdalene has comthé garden when it is still dark, in the drearg-gawn light.
She looks into the tomb to see two angels. Buiskgll back in February, in the winter of thargpwhen all hope is
lost. Only when she encounters Jesus and heansohis does she begin to appreciate that all thiédveoound her is
shouting with joy. As they say in Jerusalem, etfensun is dancing on Easter morning.

At first, Mary thinks that Jesus is the gardena&nd in a way, he is. A garden doesn’t simply sgriup by itself. It
requires substantial intervention. The soil mwestdhg to clear it of rocks and noxious weeds. dadmditions of the

(Continued on page 15)
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The Quiet Contemplative Life at Trinity
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(Easter Sermon—Continued from page 13)

area must be studied, so the appropr
plants will thrive there. Once they are int
ground, they must receive careful attentic

so they have enough water, food and light.

Those pesky weeds which creep back
surreptitiously must be rooted out. The
sult of all of this labor will be fragrant flow

ers, delicious vegetables, or healing herbs.

Christ the Gardener performs exactly th
miracle in us. He takes our barren sou
works them carefully to remove the corr

ate
ne
N,

n
e-

is
Is,
3-

sive sins which will choke out the virtues he

hopes to cultivate in us. He warms us w|
his gentle and glorious Light, gives us Li
ing Water to drink and nourishes us with t
Bread of Heaven. And if we work wit
him, the garden of our souls may also sor
day yield beauty and sustenance, and
will be transformed.

The choice is always ours. Our inner wo
can remain a cold, gray empty lot. Or \
can allow the color and glory of the Rest

rection to shine in us, and the most exquisi

garden can burst forth.
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! Amen.
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